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Travel & Visit Index - Havenwood House

Total Score: 3.0/5.0 (An Open Timber Poem in Suburban Melbourne)

1. Privacy & Accessibility

Private Residence, No Entry: This is a 334-square-meter Private
Residence located in the Brighton neighborhood of Melbourne,

Australia. As a private living space, it is not open to the public for tours.

Goodwill Towards the Street: Unlike traditional suburban homes that
enclose themselves with high walls and hedges, Havenwood presents an
extremely open and generous posture towards the public realm. This
means that if you take a walk through the Brighton neighborhood, you
can clearly admire its meticulously designed front garden, charred timber

facade, and its "dialogue” with the mature street trees.

2. Reinventing Suburban Living

Blurred Boundaries: Atlas Architects deliberately subverted the
traditional layout by opening the main living spaces towards the street,
borrowing the view of mature trees, and visually amplifying the sense of

space without increasing the building footprint.

Mountain Retreat in the Treetops: The floating upper volume is clad in

charred timber, giving the facade a rustic and enduring tactile quality.



Carefully placed windows act as picture frames, bringing the sky and
treetops indoors, making the upper level feel detached from the

suburban hustle and more akin to a tranquil mountain retreat.

3. Extreme Craftsmanship & Details

* The Invisible Giant Door: The project pursues perfection in its details.
For instance, the oversized pivot door at the entrance is clad in the exact
same material as the wall on both sides, making it visually seamless with
the solid wall and demonstrating exceptional construction craftsmanship

and design dedication.

o Passive Sustainable Design: Beyond aesthetics, the architecture perfectly
integrates passive solar design and natural ventilation strategies, ensuring
high environmental performance and living comfort without

compromising spatial quality.

Visitor Guide

o Best Way to Visit:

o Digital Tour: It is highly recommended to view the project
photographs by Tess Kelly on Archicasting or the Atlas Architects
website. Pay special attention to the combination of timber lining
and textured stone finishes indoors, as well as the massive

"invisible" pivot door.



o Alternative Experiences:

o Brighton Architecture Walk: Brighton is a renowned affluent
suburb in Melbourne. Aside from its famous Bathing Boxes, its
streets are lined with many excellent classical and contemporary
homes. You can take a stroll through the neighborhood to

observe Australian contemporary suburban residential design.

One-Sentence Summary: Amidst a suburb of high walls, it uses charred timber
and transparent glass to extend an open, warm invitation to the street and

nature.



