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1. Privacy & Accessibility

e Office Space, Limited Access: This is a renovation project of a single-story
office space in Shibuya, Tokyo. While slightly more public than a private
residence, it typically does not offer open access to tourists as it is a functioning

workplace.

e Street Encounter: Located in the bustling Shibuya district, you might catch a
glimpse of its unique internal structure through a window or entrance if lucky,

but an in-depth visit would require an appointment or business purpose.
2. Spatial Experiment

e A Maze Without Walls: Architect Masato Igarashi completely eliminated
traditional walls and partitions in this 132.5-square-meter space. Instead, six
circular elements of varying scales were inserted. These rings, functioning
somewhere between furniture and architectural components, create a fluid

office environment with no clear boundaries.

e Gravity and Repulsion: These rings are not mere decorations; they generate
"gravity and repulsion” within the space, gently guiding people's gaze and

behavior. This invisible spatial tension is the essence of IGArchitects' design.
3. Minimalist Philosophy

¢ Name as Concept: Simply named "O" (Maru/Circle), the project symbolizes
infinity, circulation, and inclusion. The architect did not define specific functions
(like meeting rooms or break areas) for the space, letting the users' behavior
define it instead. This "unfinished" state is a radical reflection on contemporary

work modes.
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e Best Way to Visit:

o Digital Tour: It is recommended to view its floor plans and photography
on Archicasting or IGArchitects' official channels. Focus on how those six

rings create complex spatial layers on an empty floor plan.
e Alternative Experiences:

o Shibuya Scramble Square: After experiencing the high-density urban
energy of Shibuya, comparing it with this minimalist office space helps in

understanding the Zen concept of "Ma" (emptiness) in Japanese design.

o 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT: If you are interested in architecture that explores
strong geometry and the essence of space, the 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT

museum designed by Tadao Ando is a must-visit.
¢ Nearby Connections:

o Omotesando Architecture Tour: Shibuya is very close to Omotesando,
which hosts flagship store works by masters like Herzog & de Meuron,
Toyo Ito, and Kazuyo Sejima, making it the best route to experience

contemporary Japanese commercial architecture.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a "void" drawn with circles; in the crowded heart of

Shibuya, it encircles a philosophical territory about freedom and relationships.



