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The Turquoise House

Visit Index: 3.6 / 5.0 | Reading a turquoise home through the North End

Spatial Story

« Begin with the North End street: The Turquoise House belongs to
Halifax's North End, but its exact residential address is not published as a
public architecture destination. Use the official neighbourhood walking map
to notice pitched timber houses, saturated facades, narrow lots and
continuous street edges, then compare them with the project's silver upper
volume and turquoise base. Its first lesson is how a new building enters an

existing neighbourhood, not colour in isolation.

+ Identify the two gables: Street photographs reveal two gabled
volumes with different positions and heights. The front contains the
architecture studio, the family home withdraws toward the garden, and an
apartment maintains its own entrance. Follow the central circulation spine
across the four plans to see how compact density is ordered through
separation rather than simple stacking.

« Read courtyards as rooms: The courtyards are not leftover gaps; they
carry daylight and air into the long plan. Compare how the red-leaf
courtyard is framed from the living room and studio, then locate the link,
court and backyard on the ground-floor plan. These voids regulate the
distance between work and family life as well as views, planting and
daylight.

« Use colour to trace construction: Look closely at the vertical
corrugation of turquoise metal, the silver roof and the concentrated yellow
thresholds, then move indoors to yellow stairs, pale joinery and terrazzo
floors. Colour appears at facade zones, corners, doors and service cores



rather than coating every surface, so it reveals programme and construction
while recalling Halifax's maritime palette.

Traveler's Toolkit

« Best Experience: Treat the house as one part of a public North End
walk and a drawing-led study, not an interior destination. Observe the
neighbourhood's timber houses and saturated colours, then reconstruct the
two gables, central link and courtyards from published plans. Without an
invitation from the owners or architects, experience should remain within

lawful public space and released material.

« Aesthetic Exercise: Assign one architectural task to each of three
colours. Turquoise distinguishes the lower volumes and court edges, silver
preserves the material state of metal, and yellow marks entrances and
interior transitions. Mapping each colour back to a plan or section moves
the reading beyond the shorthand of a colourful house.

« Photography Advice: If the house is visible from a public road,
photograph the wider street relationship and do not aim into interiors,
private courts or at residents. A moderate focal length can hold
neighbouring timber houses, trees and both gables together. For a solo
portrait, use a legal public-art or colourful-house route elsewhere in the
North End, set a phone or compact tripod on public space, and remain
small in the frame to register neighbourhood scale without turning the
private home into a backdrop.

« Nearby Route: Discover Halifax's North End route links Gottingen
Street, Agricola Street, public art, colourful houses, Halifax Common and the
Hydrostone area. Halifax Central Library can add a major contemporary



public building to the same day; verify current opening hours before
travelling.

Getting There & Where to Stay

« Arrival: The North End can be reached from central Halifax on foot, by
bicycle or with Halifax Transit, but The Turquoise House has no published
public-visit address. Plan around the official North End walking map and
recognised public destinations rather than reverse-searching a private
house number from photographs.

« Local Movement: The published North End walking route includes
roughly two kilometres of relatively flat streets through Gottingen Street,
Agricola Street, Halifax Common and public art. Use current transit
information when extending the route to the Hydrostone, waterfront or
Central Library, and keep the itinerary independent of access to the
residence.

« Visit Rhythm: The house has no tickets, opening hours or regular tours.
Without explicit permission from the owner or SUPRBLK Studio, do not
enter its doorway, courts, studio or garden, or photograph through
windows. It remains an active home and workplace, so privacy takes

precedence.

« Where to Stay: Downtown or the waterfront is convenient for transit,
Central Library and harbour architecture; the North End supports a slower
public-street itinerary. Accommodation must not become a reason to locate
or approach the private residence.

Visit Advice: Compare the gables from public streets and trace the three
programmes in plan. Exclude the private address and grounds.



