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Travel & Visit Index - Perchée House
Total Score: 2.0/5.0 (A Suspended Observatory in the Quebec Maple Forest)
1. Privacy & Accessibility

¢ Private Forest Home, No Visitors: This is a Private Residence located in North
Hatley, Quebec, Canada. Nestled on a maple-wooded slope, it is designed

exclusively for its residents and is not open to the public.

¢ Hidden in the Woods: The design intent was to minimize disturbance to
nature. Rather than standing out, it seeks to disappear into the landscape using
cedar cladding (which will weather to a silver-grey patina) that blends with the
grey-brown tones of the tree trunks. This means that even as a passerby, it
would be difficult to spot amidst the dense summer canopy.

2. Symbiosis with the Forest

e Adapting Instead of Conquering: Architects Matiere Premiéere Architecture did
not flatten the slope through excavation; instead, they allowed the house to
suspend over it. This longitudinal cantilever design not only protects tree root

systems but also creates a unique perspective of "perching in the treetops.”

¢ Japanese Sensibility & Nordic Context: The design fuses Japanese sensitivity
to nature with strategies for the Nordic climate. Large roof overhangs not only
shade against the harsh summer sun but also create transitional spaces,
allowing residents to feel the forest's breath on outdoor walkways even on

snowy days.



3. Filter of Light

e Wisdom of Clerestories: The interior design emphasizes the various

expressions of light. Through clerestory windows and ten-foot ceilings, light is

filtered to slip across the walls rather than creating direct glare. This delicate

handling of light allows the interior atmosphere to fluctuate richly with the

changing weather.

Visitor Guide

e Best Way to Visit:

o

Digital Tour: It is recommended to view its photography on
Archicasting or Matiére Premiére Architecture's official website. Focus on
the structural details of the Longitudinal Cantilever and how the

interior captures the soft northern light through high windows.

e Alternative Experiences:

o

Eastern Townships Tour: North Hatley is located in the Eastern
Townships (Estrie), a famous resort region in Quebec. While you cannot
enter this house, the area boasts many similar modern rustic buildings
and boutique hotels (like Manoir Hovey). You can book a stay to
personally experience that Nordic lifestyle of "waking up in a maple
forest."

Mont-Orford National Park: If you want to experience the "forested
slope" landscape cherished by the architects, the nearby Mont-Orford
National Park offers excellent hiking trails, especially stunning when the
maple leaves turn red in autumn.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a home that rests lightly on the slope like a bird's

nest; it teaches us not to disturb the forest, but to simply watch it in silence.



