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Travel & Visit Index - Azumigawa House

Total Score: 4.0/5.0 (A Staggered Forest Timber House
Hidden by Lake Biwa)

1. Privacy & Accessibility:



Located deep within the Biwako Quasi-National Park in
Takashima City, Shiga Prefecture, Japan, this is a single-
story private residence with a floor area of
approximately 93 square meters. Due to its absolute
privacy as a personal dwelling, the interior of the
building is not open to the public. Visitors can only
experience this tranquil sanctuary hidden in the
expansive woodland through professional architectural

photography.

2. Staggered Layout Simulating a Forest Stroll:

Faced with an expansive site of over 1,200 square
meters, the architect developed the design using a
staggered, "wild goose flight" floor plan. Moving inward
from the entrance, the functional rooms unfold in a
staggered sequence, gradually transitioning the space
from public to private realms. The visual penetration
and constantly changing depth of field perfectly
simulate the layered perception and sense of direction

of wandering through an actual forest.

3. Sensory Tectonics of Low-Hanging Branches:

. The most recognizable features of the interior space are



the continuously varying ceiling heights and the soft,
arched shapes found throughout. The combination of
these two cleverly evokes the sensory experience of
walking beneath low-hanging tree branches. The
sunken living area steps down from the chestnut wood
floor and is lined with soft carpets; the shoji screens
facing the courtyard push the wooden lattice to an
extreme thinness, allowing diffused natural light to

become the purest visual language within the space.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit: A digital wander through
architectural sections and interior photography is highly
recommended. Focus on observing the chamfered large
table at the center of the kitchen and dining space, and
experience how it becomes the focal point for daily
meals and emotional inheritance between two

generations.

Highlights: Carefully savor the architect's precise
translation of "nature"—observe how he seamlessly
transforms the abstract desire of "dwelling in the forest"

into a tangible daily spatial order using extremely



restrained timber, ultra-thin shoji doors, and staggered

arched ceilings.

. Recommended Nearby Visit: Since you are in
Takashima City, Shiga Prefecture, do not miss the
famous Shirahige Shrine by Lake Biwa, where the
vermilion torii gate standing in the water offers a
spectacular photography spot. If time permits, it is
highly recommended to drive across the lake to
Omihachiman City to visit La Collina, a flagship sweets
shop designed by renowned Japanese architect
Terunobu Fujimori. Its whimsical grass-roofed
architecture provides a fascinating contemporary
contrast to the restrained timber tectonics of the House

in Adogawa.

One-Sentence Summary: Using a staggered layout and
arched ceilings that droop like tree branches, it precisely
carves out a forest stroll filled with light, shadow, and timber

fragrance in the vast woodlands by Lake Biwa.



