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Travel & Visit Index - Ki no Kasa (Wood Umbrella)

Total Score: 3.0/5.0 (A Solitary Wooden Umbrella Hidden

in the Streets of Osaka)
1. Privacy & Accessibility:

« This is a micro-scale private residence located in
|lzumiotsu, Osaka, Japan, designed specifically for a

senior citizen approaching retirement and living alone.



Given its highly private nature as a personal living space,
the interior of this compact, 30-square-meter building is
not open to the public. Visitors can only appreciate its
unique silhouette, resembling a massive dark umbrella,
from the periphery of the quiet suburban

neighborhood.
2. Clever Rotated Layout:

« Under extremely limited site conditions, the architect
did not align the perfect square building volume parallel
to the plot boundaries; instead, an ingenious angular
rotation was introduced. This seemingly minor
geometric shift naturally carved out four outdoor spaces
with distinct programmatic functions at the corners of
the site—an entry approach, a parking area, a laundry
terrace, and a micro-garden. This spatial ambiguity
provides the small footprint with significant visual and

practical extension.
3. Spiraling Timber Canopy:

. The soul of the residence lies in its breathtaking internal
roof structure. Douglas fir rafters overlap in a helical,

ascending arrangement, climbing from a beam soffit



height of 2,350 millimeters to 3,350 millimeters. The
overlapping origin and terminus of the timber spiral
produce a continuous clerestory, showering the entire
house with soft, diffused light. The exterior shell—from
the walls to the roof and the apex tubular skylight—is
uniformly clad in dark asphalt shingles, truly acting like
an umbrella that firmly envelops the warmth of the

wood and the inhabitant within.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit: Since physical entry is not possible, it
is highly recommended to digitally deconstruct the
project through professional structural drawings and
interior photography. Focus on the tectonic resolution
of how the sturdy timber rafters converge in the center
and draw sunlight deep into the interior through the

tubular skylight.

Highlights: Carefully savor this uniquely Japanese
"small but beautiful" residential philosophy. Observe
how the architect strips away all redundant decoration,
utilizing a single, powerful structural gesture (the timber

umbrella canopy) to simultaneously resolve all core



habitation requirements: daylighting, ventilation, spatial
expansiveness, and a profound sense of domestic

shelter.

One-Sentence Summary: Using a spiraling timber canopy
and a continuous dark asphalt skin, it props up a micro-realm
filled with natural light and tectonic clarity for a solitary

resident in the suburban streets of Osaka.



