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House Kala

Visit Index: 4.7 / 5.0 | Stay inside a hilltop ring calibrated by
daylight

Spatial Story

« Read the ring from below: Do not rush indoors after reaching
Tampah Hills. From lower on the slope, only the thin roof and
terracotta colonnade rise above the tree canopy. As you climb
through the garden, watch how the house remains level while
gabions, dry stone and the pool base absorb the changing terrain.
This is the first clue to how the circle rests on the hill without turning
the entire summit into a platform.

« Pause in the entrance court: Arrival is organised through a
smaller circular court that overlaps the main ring. Stand beside the
shallow pool and follow the oval skylight upward, then shift toward
the square opening framing the hillside. Water, sky and distant
ground establish three directions at once, slowing the move from
vehicle arrival to domestic space.

« Complete the courtyard loop: Keep the courtyard on one side
as you follow the circular corridor. Timber slats change in
transparency while the terracotta wall remains continuous and
bedrooms, living rooms and leisure spaces appear in sequence.
Compare gentle eastern light in the bedrooms with stronger sunset
light in the southwest living area: the plan is not a neutral ring but a
timetable calibrated by sun and view.



« Use the columns as measures: Full-height glazing does not
erase the building edge. Deep columns divide the panorama into
vertical frames and cast shade across the glass. Examine plaster grain,
timber ceiling and terrazzo joints at close range, then step back to
read the entire rhythm; small material junctions and the large circular
order become legible together.

Traveler's Toolkit

« Best Experience: The fullest visit requires at least one night
because the house depends on changing light. Begin with softer
morning light in the eastern bedrooms, follow filtered courtyard
shadows through the day, and return to the southwest living room
and pool for sunset between the columns. A quick midday visit would
miss the temporal logic that organises the plan.

« Aesthetic Exercise: Stand in one section of the curved corridor
and look first toward the outer glazing, then toward the inner timber
screen. Compare how one direction projects the eye toward sea and
mountains while the other draws it back to planting and tactile
surfaces. Column spacing, screen density and reveal depth explain

more than the circle viewed as a single formal image.

« Photography Advice: From the lower garden, use a vertical
frame to hold canopy, colonnade and roof together. Indoors, work
from the inner edge of the living room so columns remain in the
foreground and the horizon stays visible. For a solo portrait, place a
phone or compact tripod near a corridor turn or inside the dining



area; walk along the glazed edge as a small scale figure without
blocking the architecture.

« Nearby Route: The stay can be paired with a south-coast
landscape itinerary. Tampah Hills lists experiences around Selong
Belanak Beach, Mawun Beach, Merese Hill, Tanjung Aan and the
Sasak weaving village of Ende. Together they add coastal terrain,
elevated viewpoints and craft context. Confirm current routes and

availability with the operator before arrival.

Getting There & Where to Stay

e Arrival: House Kala is within Tampah Hills near Selong Belanak
on Lombok's south coast. The operator describes the estate as about
30 minutes by road from Lombok International Airport and 15
minutes from Kuta Lombok. The hillside villa is not a practical walk-in
destination, so confirm airport transfer, meeting point and the final
uphill approach directly after booking.

e Local Movement: South-coast destinations are dispersed. A
vehicle with a driver is more reliable for combining architecture,
beaches and villages than depending on walking or repeated on-
demand rides. Keep House Kala as the morning and evening anchor
and use daylight hours for the wider landscape, avoiding an itinerary
that requires repeated trips on unfamiliar hill roads.

« Visit Rhythm: House Kala is an operating private villa, not a
ticketed public building. Architectural access depends on a valid stay
or explicit permission from the operator. Confirm accessible areas,
photography rules, drone restrictions and staff privacy before arrival.



The four bedrooms normally accommodate eight guests, while the
cinema can be adapted only by prior arrangement.

« Where to Stay: For an architecture-led trip, staying in House Kala
is the only way to experience morning, midday and sunset from
within the ring. Staying elsewhere does not provide access to the villa.
Kuta Lombok or Selong Belanak can serve as a base for the public
coastline and permitted views of the wider Tampah Hills landscape
when the house itself is not booked.

Visit Advice: Treat the stay as a route from outward panorama to
inward courtyard. Begin below the house to understand terrain,
pass through the entrance pool and circular corridor, and reach
the living room and pool edge before sunset. The lasting lesson is
not the aerial image of a perfect circle, but how light, column
spacing, screens and movement divide one ring into different
times and degrees of privacy.



