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Blue Bottle Coffee Harajuku Cafe / TEKI Design

Architectural Visit Index: 4.7 /5.0 | ® A pause between a
Harajuku alley and a slice of blue sky

(| Spatial Story

« Ariver becomes a walking route: Cat Street follows the former
course of the Onden River. Reading the bends of the alley and its
pedestrian flow before entering makes the project's idea of a new passage

immediately clearer.

« The metal surface is more than a facade: The continuous stainless-
steel wall catches softened reflections of Harajuku and includes ledges for
cups. View it from a distance, at the corner and at the entrance to see how

an urban edge becomes part of the interior.

« Look up for the slice of sky: The pale blue reflective ceiling is the
cafe's most rewarding spatial moment. It turns people, the bar and light
into shifting reflections while layered plaster gathers around it like
accumulated time.

« 8 Design Details to Notice: After reading the room as a whole,
follow the stainless-steel wall toward the entrance and notice the recessed
cup ledges, the continuous metal corners and the way the light strip is
concealed where layered plaster meets the ceiling. Circular vents, timber
seating and horizontal plaster lines remain deliberately quiet, yet together
they tune scale, touch and illumination. Holding these details in the same
view as the blue ceiling reveals how precise junctions, rather than added
decoration, give the project its coherence.

& Traveler's Toolkit



« wa Ultimate Experience: Walk along the exterior wall first, enter at
the end of the passage, collect a coffee and sit at the rear sofa to look
back. This sequence reveals the full continuity between alley, facade, bar
and ceiling.

« ¢ Aesthetic Exercise: Begin farther down the alley to read the cafe
in proportion to the street, then move closer and compare the tactile
character of stainless steel, plaster and timber. Once seated, hold one
composition for a while and watch how moving figures and ceiling
reflections continually shift its visual balance.

« wma Photography Tip: For architectural photographs, a horizontal
frame from farther down the alley can hold the low metal facade, the gap
between buildings and the pedestrian route together. Inside, a vertical
composition can align the bar and people with the pale blue ceiling above;
moving slightly off-axis usually gives the stainless steel richer reflections. If
you are visiting alone, an earlier morning offers a more relaxed moment to
place a phone or compact tripod at the bend in the alley and use a timer,
positioning yourself toward one end of the long metal wall as a scale
reference. Indoors, a vertical self-portrait from near the rear sofa can hold
a head-and-shoulders figure together with the blue ceiling reflection.

. Itinerary Addition: The cafe sits between Blue Bottle's Aoyama
and Shibuya locations and fits naturally into a walk through Harajuku,

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

e Arrival: The address is Crest Court Jingumae 1F, 6-15-17 Jingumae,
Shibuya, Tokyo. It is approximately a five-minute walk from JR Harajuku



« Opening Hours: Blue Bottle currently lists daily opening hours of
8:00-20:00 and 26 seats. Check the official cafe page again before
travelling because operating details can change.

« Best Viewing Time: Earlier in the day is well suited to reading the
interior materials and spatial depth, while a return near dusk reveals a
stronger response to ambient city light. Seeing both conditions on the
same day makes the changing expression of the materials easier to

appreciate.

« Where to Stay: Shibuya, Harajuku and Omotesando all make
practical walking bases. From Haneda or Narita Airport, enter Tokyo's

 Where to Pause: The rear sofa offers the most complete view back
toward the entrance, bar and blue ceiling. A seat near the glazing gives a
stronger sense of the street entering the room. Spending a little time in
both positions reveals more than a quick circuit of the cafe.

= Visit Advice: Allow around 30 to 45 minutes for the cafe. Begin by
reading the stainless-steel facade from different distances, then pause
in two contrasting seats inside. Shifting your attention from a single
formal gesture to reflection, layered light and moving figures offers a
fuller understanding of how the design carries Harajuku's street life
into the time of a coffee.



