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Travel & Visit Index - Casa Wabi Mushroom Pavilion

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Rusting Ellipsoid Boulder on the

Pacific Coastline)
1. Public & Accessibility:

« Eco-Space within an Art Foundation: Located in Puerto



Escondido, Mexico, the project is situated within the
expansive 65-acre natural landscape of the Casa Wabi
Foundation, facing the coastline. As an agricultural
facility of the foundation, it serves not only as a practical
space for cultivating mushrooms but also as a public
cultural space that demonstrates growth, community,

and the passage of time to its visitors.
2. High Unity of Form and Function:

« A Pure Ellipsoid: OMA and its partner Shohei
Shigematsu chose a pure ellipsoid geometric form. This
seemingly avant-garde exterior is actually a precise
response to the specific, blind-spot-free indoor
environmental conditions required for mushroom

cultivation.

. Amphitheater-like Interior Experience: The interior of
the dome is divided into fruiting, cultivation, and
storage zones. The lower half features stepped terraces
like an amphitheater, serving as display shelves for
terracotta cultivation jars handcrafted by local artisans.
This design allows visitors standing in the center to have

a panoramic view of the entire mushroom growth



process.
3. Materials Growing with Nature:

« A Rusting Concrete Shell: The concrete shell was cast
in place, with a rough burlap texture imprinted on the
exterior. This surface is intentionally designed to absorb
the iron-rich water of the site, meaning the building will
gradually rust and change color over time, becoming a

structure that is literally "still growing."

. Making Way for Native Trees: To preserve the native
Guayacan trees on the site, the building's volume
narrows at the base, compressing its land footprint to

the absolute minimum.
Visitor Guide

. Best Way to Visit: It is highly recommended to book an
official guided tour through the Casa Wabi Foundation.
Since the top of the building features a viewing
platform, be sure to follow the internal circulation up to
the framed doorway to overlook the unobstructed
panoramic views of the coast over the low native

shrubs.



. Highlights: Carefully touch the burlap texture on the
concrete shell and observe the rust stains caused by the
iron-rich water erosion, feeling the marks left by the

interaction between the architecture and natural time.

One-Sentence Summary: It is a rough pebble landed on the
coast, sealing the microscopic growth of mushrooms and the
macroscopic erosion of natural time together within this

breathing ellipsoid.



