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Travel & Visit Index - Amami Oshima House

Total Score: 3.0/5.0 (An Ecological Experimental Cabin
Completely Off the Public Grid)

1. Privacy & Accessibility:

« This is a private residence located in Kagoshima
Prefecture, Japan, serving as the own home of the lead
architect at Sakai Architects. As a habitable, self-
sustaining circular laboratory, it is a highly private

personal space and is currently not open to the pubilic.
2. Dispersed Cluster Layout:

« To cope with the harsh local climate characterized by
high temperatures, high humidity, and frequent heavy

rain, the architect drew inspiration from the island's



traditional dispersed building forms. The entire home is
divided into five independent geometric volumes (such
as bedrooms and storage rooms), creating shared
transitional spaces with blurred boundaries between the

interior and exterior.

3. Extreme Off-Grid Cycle:

This is a radical detachment from modern infrastructure.
The building operates entirely on solar power,
eliminating the need for air conditioning. The roof refers
to the traditional "Takakura" structure to achieve four-
sided cross ventilation and deep shading. Food waste is
converted into compost for the vegetable garden, and
construction timber waste is used as firewood for the

sauna, building a perfect micro-ecological loop.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit: It is recommended to take a "digital
tour” through professional architectural photography,
focusing on observing how the dispersed functional
volumes achieve spatial interaction under the massive,

dark eaves.

. Alternative Experience: When traveling to the island, it



is highly recommended to visit the local traditional
"Takakura" architectural relics in person to experience
the ancient climatic wisdom that has been reinterpreted

by contemporary architects.

One-Sentence Summary: With the resolute gesture of
completely cutting off from the municipal power grid, it
shelters five distinct cabins under a large traditional roof,
completing a quiet revolution of independent dwelling in the

subtropical wilderness.



