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CIBC Square

Architectural Visit Index: 4.5 / 5.0 | €» The "Diamond”

Twin Towers Stitching the Financial District to the Waterfront
(| Spatial Story

« A Diamond Cut in the Skyline: Amidst the forest of
conventional glass-box office buildings in downtown
Toronto, CIBC Square, designed by UK-based
WilkinsonEyre, shines like two brilliant diamonds. The

facade features a highly recognizable diamond



(harlequin) pattern of glass panels. As the sun's angle
shifts and the sky changes, this massive geometric
volume reflects light with the dynamic fluidity of water
ripples, completely shattering the monotony of

traditional skyscrapers.

« An Elevated Oasis Over the Tracks: This is not merely a
set of skyscrapers; it is a highly ambitious urban
suturing project. Between the two towers, the architects
audaciously constructed a one-acre elevated landscaped
park directly over the bustling rail corridor of Union
Station. This suspended oasis perfectly reconnects the
traditional financial district and the Lake Ontario
waterfront to the south, which had long been physically

severed by the railway tracks.

. A Hidden Mega Transit Hub: Serving as a textbook
example of Transit-Oriented Development (TOD), the
base of the building elegantly manages massive urban
passenger flows. It seamlessly integrates the new Union
Station Bus Terminal within its podium and connects
directly to the subway network via enclosed skybridges.

It transforms complex and historically chaotic



transportation infrastructure into a bright, efficient, and

art-filled modern lobby.
& Traveler's Toolkit

- e Ultimate Experience: In the early evening, take the
elevator up to The Park, the elevated green space
spanning the railway tracks. Find a bench amidst the
carefully curated greenery, and watch the trains weaving
below and the lights of the nearby CN Tower turn on,

feeling the pulsating heartbeat of Toronto.

. @ Expert Focus: Carefully study the facade detailing
and structural engineering. Observe how the harlequin
glass skin balances flat, practical interior spaces with a
highly sculptural exterior profile. Furthermore,
appreciate the extreme structural mastery required to
build an elevated park over active rail lines without

disrupting the intense train traffic below.

. M Itinerary Addition: Since you are already at the
transportation and commercial heart of Toronto, you
can walk directly through the indoor corridors to the
historic Union Station to experience the grandeur of its

Beaux-Arts Great Hall. Then, take a short stroll south to



the shores of Lake Ontario to experience Toronto's

vibrant waterfront public realm.
@ Getting There

« The Ultimate Hub: Union Station in Toronto is the

perfect arrival point for this destination.

. Seamless Connectivity: Whether you are taking the UP
Express from Toronto Pearson International Airport, the
TTC Subway (Line 1), or the GO Transit intercity trains,
once you arrive at Union Station, you can walk directly
into the CIBC Square lobby via the spacious and bright
indoor PATH network without ever having to step

outside.

« Direct Bus Access: The Union Station Bus Terminal is
literally built into the podium of CIBC Square. For
travelers arriving by regional bus, stepping off the coach

means you have already arrived.

In a Nutshell: With its shimmering diamond-patterned
glass facade and a bold elevated park spanning the rail
corridor, it elegantly stitches together the urban skyline and

complex transit infrastructure in the heart of Toronfto.






