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HAMANOYU EDOYU

Architectural Visit Index: 4.6 /5.0
within the city

=+ Feeling a breeze calibrated

(| Spatial Story

« Arrival Sequence: Begin across the street with the full elevation
of iiyu HAMACHO, then approach along the gently swelling lower
columns. Pale timber and Yu Cafe slow the pace at ground level; the
central architectural idea becomes tangible in the semi-open-air
baths above.

« How Air Is Designed: The baths do not simply open to the sky.
Notice how two overhead layers are offset: the outer surface blocks
views from neighbouring buildings, the inner ceiling gathers the
room, and the space between them moderates incoming air into a
softer breeze.

« M Design Details to Notice: Follow the material sequence from
the timber cafe counter to bath mosaics, circular light surfaces, dark
enclosures and curved overhead openings. Reading the plans and
sections afterwards reveals how pools, saunas, stairs and layered

ceilings operate as one environmental system.
& Traveler's Toolkit

« © Ultimate Experience: Arrive early enough to see daylight
entering the ground floor, then spend time in the semi-open-air bath.
On leaving at dusk, cross the street again: vertical lighting makes the

subtle curvature of the lower columns newly legible.



« © Aesthetic Exercise: Choose one circular light or mosaic wall
and observe its changing reflection in tile, water and steam. Much of
the project's depth comes from small shifts in brightness, curvature
and bodily position rather than elaborate form.

 wma Photography Tip: Use a landscape frame from the southeast
street to retain the complete lower facade, then switch to portrait
orientation for the ten-storey mass and vertical light lines. For a solo
portrait, place your phone securely on a low surface near the
entrance or Yu Cafe frontage and stand slightly off-axis with the
column rhythm behind you. Photography in changing and bathing
areas should follow the venue's permission on the day.

« o Itinerary Addition: Pair the bathhouse with the lanes of
Nihonbashi-Hamacho, Hamacho Park, the Sumida River and
Kiyosumi-Shirakawa. Comparing older neighbourhood fabric with
newer housing and public amenities gives the project a fuller urban

context.
@ Getting There & Where to Stay

e Address: 3-27-11 Nihonbashi-Hamacho, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, on
levels 1 to 3 of iiyu HAMACHO. Hamacho Station on the Toei
Shinjuku Line and Suitengumae Station on the Tokyo Metro
Hanzomon Line are each about a seven-minute walk away.

« Hours and Admission: Regular published hours are 09:00 to
23:00, with final admission at 22:30; Yu Cafe operates from 10:00 to
22:00. Adult admission is JPY 1,500, and towels are rented or
purchased separately. Recheck the official site before travelling.



« Visit Rhythm: Allow at least 90 minutes so bathing, sauna, the
semi-open-air space and a cafe pause do not feel compressed.
Weekday mornings are well suited to architectural observation;
arriving before dusk adds the illuminated facade to the sequence.

« Where to Stay: Nihonbashi, Ningyocho and Kiyosumi-Shirakawa
all provide convenient walking and metro connections. Travellers
arriving through Narita or Haneda can also use the Tokyo City Air
Terminal area near Suitengumae as a practical transport base.

= Visit Advice:

Do not hurry to find an unobstructed sky. Pay attention to the
moment air reaches the skin, to light moving across water, and to the
gradual compression from street to cafe to bath. The project's most
lasting lesson is how a limited opening can renew bodily awareness

of the city.



