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Travel & Visit Index - Suzunami Sakae Mori Underground Shopping Street Store
Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (Steel Waves in Nagoya's Underground)
1. Public & Accessible

¢ Fully Open Commercial Landmark: This is a restaurant/retail shop located in
the bustling Sakae Mori no Chikagai (Sakae Forest Underground Shopping
Center) in Nagoya. Unlike private residences, it is fully open to the public, a

commercial space where you can easily walk in to dine or buy specialties.

e Prime Location: Situated in the heart of Nagoya's Sakae district, connecting
subways and major commercial facilities. If you visit Nagoya, this is almost a

must-pass location.
2. Soft Revolution Underground

e Magic of 6mm Steel Plates: Architect Yasutaka Yoshimura's challenge was to
create "softness” in a rigid underground space. He used curved steel plates
only 6mm thick as boundary walls. These plates undulate like fabric, breaking
the straight lease lines common in underground malls and creating a blurred,

soft boundary between inside and out.

e Structure as Aesthetics: These curved steel plates are not just decoration; they
perform a structural function by providing vibration damping. This "integrated
design” perfectly blends technology with aesthetics, a highlight for architecture

enthusiasts.

3. Atmosphere & Detail



e Wisdom of the Folded Ceiling: To solve the clutter of air conditioning and
lighting equipment in underground spaces, the design team developed a clever
folded ceiling. All equipment is hidden in the rising parts of the ceiling, leaving

customers with a view of only a clean, refined horizontal plane.

e Seamless Flooring: The floor features a special terrazzo finish without any
expansion joints. This seamless treatment eliminates visual distractions and
contrasts with the undulating metal wall panels above, creating an extremely

pure, high-quality spatial experience.
Visitor Guide
e Best Way to Visit:

o Dining: Suzunami is famous for its "Mirin-zuke" (fish pickled in sweet
sake lees). It is highly recommended to have lunch here to experience

dining within this tranquil space wrapped in steel waves.
¢ Highlights:

o Touch the Steel: Observe up close how the 6mm thin steel plates curve,
feeling the tension between the coldness of the metal and the softness
of the form.

o Ceiling Details: Look up to see the "disappearing” air vents and
appreciate how the architect made complex equipment invisible through
design.

¢ Nearby Connections:

o Nagoya TV Tower & Oasis 21: Above ground in the Sakae district are
the famous Nagoya TV Tower and QOasis 21 with its "Spaceship Aqua”
roof, which can be visited in the same trip.

One-Sentence Summary: This is the softest design made from the hardest material

(steel); in the noisy underground of Nagoya, it carves out a quiet wave for you.



