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Laboratorium Coffee Shop

Architectural Visit Index: 4.6 /5.0| ® [ab

() Spatial Story

« Reading urban memory through a former pharmacy:
Laboratorium Coffee Shop occupies the ground floor of
Palatul Széki in central Cluj-Napoca, Romania, within the
former Matia Corvin Pharmacy. Its restored cabinets,
drawer labels, stained glass and arched details turn a
coffee stop into an easy way to understand a layer of the

city history.

« A contemporary coffee space within a historic shell:
EktraArhitectura coordinated the architecture and
restoration, while Fain Design Studio completed the

interior design. Historic timber furniture, Gothic arched



cabinet doors, fleurons and painted surfaces are preserved,
while curved brushed stainless steel coffee bars introduce

a precise contemporary counterpoint.

« Rich details in a compact interior: At around 100 m?,
the project is small but highly readable. In the main room,
arched windows, dark pharmacy cabinets and metal bars
create the main visual focus. The former laboratory room
keeps its tall skylights and vaulted ceiling, with red opaline

lighting adding a quiet theatrical mood.

& Traveler's Toolkit

« e Ultimate Experience: Visit during the day, order a
coffee, and spend time observing the reflected light on the

bar, the arched windows and the restored cabinetry before



choosing a seat. This is a place for slow looking rather than

a quick photo stop.

« @& Expert Focus: Look at how restoration and new
insertion are balanced. The historic woodwork and
decorative painting are not treated as museum scenery;
they work together with the bars, lighting and seating to
support daily use. It is a clear adaptive reuse case for

design-minded visitors.

« ® Itinerary Addition: Add the cafe to a walking route
through the historic centre of Cluj-Napoca. Seeing the old
streets, corner buildings and urban facades before
entering the former pharmacy makes the coffee break feel

like a light architectural visit.

@ Getting There



Ideal Gateway: Central Cluj-Napoca is the best base for
the visit. Because the project sits in the city core, it can be
combined with nearby historic streets, public squares,
restaurants, bookstores and other coffee spaces for a half-

day itinerary.

Easy Access: If you are staying in the centre, walking is
the most natural option. From farther areas, take a taxi,
ride-hailing service or public transport to the surrounding
district, then continue on foot. Check the current map

location and opening hours before departure.

Visit Etiquette: This is an operating coffee shop, not a
dedicated exhibition venue. Avoid blocking the bar or

circulation routes, and ask staff before taking portraits,



detailed shots or commercial photos. A slower rhythm will

give you a better reading of the space.

=* In a Nutshell: In a century-old pharmacy in Cluj-Napoca,
Laboratorium Coffee Shop lets travelers read a story of urban
renewal through Gothic woodwork, restored painting and

sculptural stainless steel coffee bars.



