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BERTH COFFEE Minatomirai
Architectural Visit Index: 4.5/5.0| & A brief berth within the
city's tide

(| Spatial Story

« Arrival Sequence: Enter Leaf Minatomirai from Grand Mall Park
and resist treating the project as an ordinary cafe. On level two,
approach it slowly across the common terrace. The central idea
becomes clear at the moment when it is difficult to say exactly where
public circulation ends and the cafe begins.

e An Inhabitable Berth: The name BERTH is not illustrated as a
vessel. It becomes a continuous island raised 370 mm above the floor.
Walk around its changing edges, then try seats near the route,
window and cafe interior; the pace of people, sound and sightlines
shift noticeably with each position.

«  Design Details to Notice: Begin with the exposed strata of
plywood, then look for coffee-ground particles in the pale brown
plaster. Finally, compare the slight turns in the two ceiling volumes
above the kitchen. The island below and the suspended elements
above jointly organise seating, work light and circulation.

& Traveler's Toolkit

« © Ultimate Experience: A weekday morning makes the choices
of regular visitors easier to observe. Weekends and nearby events
produce a fuller terrace and reveal how the island absorbs different



ages and durations of stay. Allow yourself to finish a coffee rather
than leaving after the photographs.

« © Aesthetic Exercise: Choose one edge of the island and
compare plywood grain, plaster particles, existing flooring and metal
balustrades. The refinement here comes less from expensive finishes
than from placing different textures, temperatures and scales at
precise distances.

 wma Photography Tip: Use a landscape frame from the upper
level or far end of the terrace to retain the relationship between cafe
and common area, then lower the camera near the island edge for
the layered materials. For a solo portrait, secure your phone on a
higher terrace surface, use the island curve as a foreground line and
sit near the boundary between tenancy and shared space. Quieter
hours make both the image and the visit more comfortable.

« ¢ Itinerary Addition: Continue along Grand Mall Park to the
Yokohama Museum of Art, MARK IS, Yokohama Landmark Tower and
Rinko Park. Set against Minatomirai's large civic spaces, the cafe's low,
inhabitable and threshold-free response becomes more legible.

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

o Address: Level 2, Leaf Minatomirai, 4-6-5 Minatomirai, Nishi-ku,
Yokohama, Kanagawa. The official venue page lists a walk of about
seven minutes from Minatomirai Station via Grand Mall Park.

« Opening Pattern: Current listings commonly show daily hours
from 08:00 to 18:00; recheck the brand's official page or same-day
map listing before travelling. Mornings are better for quiet



observation, while event afternoons reveal the terrace at its most

socially active.

« Visit Rhythm: Allow 45 to 75 minutes. Begin with a distant view
from the terrace, order inside, then move to a seat different from
your first choice. The island reads very differently while walking and

while remaining still.

« Where to Stay: Minatomirai, Sakuragicho and Yokohama Station
all provide convenient bases. For an architecture-focused walking day,
staying between Minatomirai and Sakuragicho places several cultural

and civic destinations within one continuous route.

= Visit Advice:

Shift your attention from what the cafe looks like to how people find
their place within it. Walk the threshold twice and change seats once.
The project's real achievement is not a sculptural island, but an urban
berth where strangers can share proximity without surrendering their

own pace.



