Project: La Canaria House
Design Team: Selgascano + Diego Cano
Size: 240 m2

Location: LOS ANGELES, USA

Feature:

Project - Nestled in the hills of Los Angeles’ Mount Washington neighborhood, the La
Canaria House by Selgascano and Diego Cano offers a remarkable response to the city's
iconic sunset views and unrelenting sunshine. This residential gem seamlessly blends indoor
and outdoor living, embracing the region's temperate climate with a ingenious design

approach.

The standout feature of the project is its striking golden aluminum mesh envelope, which
envelops both the interior spaces and the expansive outdoor terrace. Acting as a visually
arresting sunshade, this intricate lattice not only filters the intense California rays but also
frames the breathtaking 180-degree panoramas that stretch from downtown LA to the

Hollywood hills.

Selgascano and Cano's design celebrates the fluidity between interior and exterior realms,
creating a harmonious dialogue between the built environment and nature. The envelope's
open structure invites verdant growth, with plans for various creepers, bushes, and ten
different palm tree varieties to eventually colonize the vibrant canary-yellow cage, blurring

the boundaries between architecture and landscape.

Driven by a desire for affordability without compromising craftsmanship, the architects
meticulously prefabricated and shipped the house's components, enabling efficient on-site
assembly. This approach yielded a bespoke, handcrafted quality while maintaining cost-
effectiveness — a remarkable achievement in a city renowned for its high construction

expenses.



Design Team - Founded in Madrid in 1998 by José Selgas and Lucia Cano, SelgasCano has
emerged as a pioneering architectural practice renowned for its innovative approach to
materiality, color, and the harmonious integration of the built environment with nature. Led
by the visionary duo, this Spanish atelier has garnered global acclaim for its creative
exploration of unconventional materials and the seamless dialogue it fosters between

architecture and its surrounding landscapes.

SelgasCano's portfolio showcases a diverse array of remarkable projects, including
auditoriums, congress centers, office buildings, and pavilions, each a testament to the firm's
commitment to pushing boundaries and challenging conventional architectural norms.
Their designs are characterized by a bold use of polychromy, translucent facades crafted
from cutting-edge materials like ETFE and polycarbonate, and a profound respect for the

existing natural context.

With numerous accolades, including the Kunstpreis by the Akademie der Kunste in Berlin
and the Architects of the Year prize by the German Design Council, SelgasCano has
solidified its position as a vanguard in the realm of contemporary architecture, continuously

redefining the relationship between the built and natural environments.



