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Travel & Visit Index - Shell House

Total Score: 2.0/5.0 (A Sculptural Fortress in the Kuwaiti Desert)

1. Privacy & Accessibility

Private Mansion, No Visitors: This is a Private Mansion located in the
Abdullah Al-Salem neighborhood of Kuwait, with a massive floor area of 1,788
square meters. Situated on a corner plot and protected by a solid "shell-like"

facade, it is a typical introverted family home and not open to the public.

Sculpture on the Corner: Although inaccessible, the building stands like a giant
modern sculpture on the street corner. Its fluid curves and light stucco facade
stand out amidst the surrounding traditional boxy architecture, making it worth

a stop to admire its unique exterior when passing by.

2. Architecture Like a Shell

Tough Outside, Soft Inside: Inspired by a "shell,” Alhumaidhi Architects created
a space that is solid and protective on the outside, yet open and warm on the
inside. This design is not just for aesthetics but to adapt to Kuwait's harsh desert

climate and protect the residents' privacy.

Stepping Back: From the street, the house appears to be single-story, but it
actually unfolds vertically within. The building volume steps back gradually,
reducing its imposing presence on the street while creating sun-filled private

terraces for the upper floors.

3. Wisdom of Desert Climate



e Introverted Oasis: The heart of the house is a lush courtyard and swimming
pool. All rooms revolve around this oasis, wrapping a microclimate within the

desert.

o Filter of Light: Light-colored stucco and stone facades reflect intense sunlight,
while layered vegetation filters the light, casting lively shadows indoors. This is a
modern interpretation of ancient wisdom for creating comfortable living

environments in extreme climates.
Visitor Guide
e Best Way to Visit:

o Digital Tour: It is recommended to view its photography on
Archicasting or Alhumaidhi Architects' official website. Focus on the

central courtyard and how the soft curves guide the spatial flow.
e Alternative Experiences:

o Kuwait Towers: To admire a landmark of modern architecture in Kuwait,
the famous Kuwait Towers are a must-visit, offering views of the entire

city and the bay.

o Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre (ASCC): This massive
museum complex is not only architecturally spectacular but also fully
open to the public, making it a great place to learn about Kuwaiti culture

and science.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a white shell protecting itself under the desert sun;

hard as stone on the outside, but hiding a soft garden within.



