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Travel & Visit Index - House with a Private Giewont Mountain

Total Score: 2.0/5.0 (A Private Hiking Trail at the Foot of the Tatras)

1. Privacy & Accessibility

Private Residence, No Visitors: This is a Private Residence located in the
village of KoScielisko in southern Poland, at the foothills of the Tatra
Mountains. It is designed for the owner's private use and is not open to the

public.

Sculpture in the Landscape: Although inaccessible, the building sits on a scenic
plot. Its unique roof and modern facade make it a striking contemporary
footnote amidst the local traditional architecture, possibly visible as a silhouette

when passing by.

2. Philosophy of Mountain

Indoor Hiking Trail: Architect Bogustaw Barna$'s core concept was to translate
the experience of "hiking to the Giewont peak” into architectural language. A
vertical circulation path cuts through the entire house, extending from the
ground floor to a rooftop viewing platform. This "architectural journey™ allows
residents to experience the sensation of climbing within their own home—a

feature we can only appreciate through photographs.

Breathing Facade: The building features custom-made movable openwork
panels. These panels not only regulate light and privacy but also change the
building's expression with the seasons and moods, making the house react to its

environment like a living organism.

3. Reinterpretation of Tradition

Evolution of the Shepherd's Hut: The design draws inspiration from the
traditional Podhale style wooden shepherd's huts. The architect extracted the
steep roofs and material textures (grey rock tones) and translated them into a
modern form using titanium-zinc sheets and stone, making it both avant-garde

and deeply rooted in the land.



Visitor Guide
e Best Way to Visit:

o Digital Tour: It is recommended to view its sections and videos on
Archicasting or BXB studio’s official media to understand how the

internal "hiking trail" is designed.
e Alternative Experiences:

o Tatra Hiking: Since you cannot enter this "Private Giewont,” why not
hike the real Giewont peak? Koscielisko offers countless stunning hiking
trails that allow you to experience the magnificent scenery the architect
aimed to capture.

o The Tatra Museum (Zakopane Style): If you are interested in the
unique local architectural style, nearby Zakopane hosts museums
dedicated to the "Zakopane Style" (such as Villa Koliba), which are

architectural gems fully open to the public.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a private sanctuary that solidifies the passion for
hiking into concrete and wood; we look up to it from the foot of the mountain, just as

we gaze up at the Giewont peak.



