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Gelareh House

Architectural Visit Index: 4.2 / 5.0 | Reading Architectural Growth in
an Orchard

(| Spatial Story

« Read the Existing House before the Growth: Begin with the aerial
views, plan and elevations. Treat the warm, orthogonal volume at the
centre as the existing villa, then follow the vaults outward through orange,
pink, white and pale blue. This makes the extension legible as growth from
the earlier building rather than an object placed beside it.

e Measure the Vaults against the Body: Notice how the vaults
decrease in height as they move away from the centre, and how they
overlap, shift and narrow at each turn. The sequence may appear
sculptural, but doors, seats, corridors and rooms reveal how closely it is
calibrated to the body.

«  Design Details to Notice: Look at the top light between
overlapping shells, narrow openings along curved walls, rough rendered
surfaces and changes in colour. Compare these moments with the plan
and the position of orchard trees to understand why the building extends
in some directions and bends abruptly in others.

« Read the Orchard as a Room: Look beyond the silhouette to the trees,
treeless clearings and small enclosed gardens. The project's central shift is
that the orchard becomes part of domestic life rather than scenery beyond
a window. Walking, tending and harvesting all shape the rhythm of the
house.

& Traveler's Toolkit



* wa Best Time to Look: Low morning or late-afternoon light reveals
the thickness of the vaults, their overlapping shadows and the texture of
the render. On an architectural route through Alborz Province, first read
the complete composition from a distance, then revisit it through drawings

after the journey.

« % Aesthetic Exercise: Convert one view to black and white and
judge only mass, shadow and rhythm. Return to colour and observe how
orange, pink, white and blue clarify the direction of growth. The
comparison helps distinguish colour used as decoration from colour used

as spatial order.

« wa Photography Tip: Keep orchard trees and the original villa in wide
views so the grafting relationship remains visible. For closer images, use
repeated openings to build depth. Solo travellers can secure a phone
outside a curved wall and use a timer while walking from a warm-toned
segment toward a blue one, or sit at the edge of an opening to show scale
without hiding the colour transition.

. Route Pairing: Consider the house alongside orchard settlements,
weekend villas and permanent homes around Kuhsar and the Alborz
foothills. Comparing these conditions gives the colourful architecture a
more grounded cultural and territorial context.

@ Trip Planning

« Approach: Kuhsar lies in Alborz Province, northwest of Karaj, and is
most practical as part of a vehicle-based route through the surrounding
area. Confirm local travel conditions before setting out and keep

architectural observation within daylight hours.



« Viewing Sequence: Read the project through aerial overview, close
exterior views, interior vaults, plan, elevations and section. The same
sequence works for an image-and-drawing study when on-site viewing is
limited, keeping the spatial logic from being eclipsed by colour.

« Time to Set Aside: If your route passes through Kuhsar, leave time to
understand the settlement and orchard landscape. For desk-based study,
spend roughly 30 minutes with photographs, 20 minutes comparing
drawings and another 10 minutes noting relationships between colour and

space.

« Visit Advice: The most useful lesson is not a single vivid colour but the
way existing house, orchard trees, vaults and daily life make room for one
another. Keep the plan and section close: many apparently free curves
reveal precise reasons for their growth.



