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Percy Lake Cottage

Architectural Visit Index: 4.5 /5.0 | 4 An Off-Grid
Retreat on the Rugged Rocks of the Canadian Shield

| Spatial Story

« Natural Anchoring to the Shield: Faced with the
rugged granite topography typical of the Canadian
Shield, Michael Taylor Architecture + Design rejected
aggressive blasting and leveling. The cottage embraces
the natural undulation of the sloping terrain with
extreme humility, appearing as an organic extension
growing directly out of the ancient rocks and dense

forest.

« A Local Narrative of Material and Time: The architects
extensively utilized natural cedar for the exterior
cladding. As seasons change and years pass, this

untreated timber gradually weathers into a silvery-grey



hue, visually blending perfectly with the surrounding
tree trunks and mottled rocks, achieving a dual

disappearance both physically and visually.

Panoramic Framing and Boundary Dissolution: On the
facade facing Percy Lake, expansive floor-to-ceiling
glass curtain walls completely shatter the physical
barrier between indoors and outdoors. Deep roof
overhangs not only provide excellent shelter during the
long, harsh winters but also block blinding direct
sunlight in the summer, framing the rippling lake views

into everyday living like a giant, ever-changing canvas.

& Traveler's Toolkit

w«x Ultimate Experience: Sit on the lakefront deck with
a hot cup of coffee during the morning mist or the
evening afterglow. Gaze at the tranquil surface of Percy
Lake reflecting the lush coniferous forest, and feel how
this cottage offers unparalleled sanctuary amidst

absolute silence.

@, Expert Focus: Pay close attention to the
architectural treatment of the "foundation junction.”

Observe how the architects employ lightweight



structural supports to create a highly tensioned tectonic
dialogue between clean, modernist geometric lines and

the raw, irregular original granite surface.

. Itinerary Addition: Since you have ventured deep
into the Haliburton Highlands of Ontario, it is highly
recommended to continue your drive to the renowned
Algonquin Provincial Park. Hike or canoe through the
vast old-growth forests to trace the majestic, untamed
wilderness captured by the famous Group of Seven

painters.
@ Getting There

. ldeal Gateway: Toronto, the capital of Ontario, is the

perfect starting point for this wilderness journey.

« Scenic Drive: Rent a car in downtown Toronto and drive
north for about 3 to 3.5 hours to reach the Haliburton
Highlands. Along the way, you will witness the
landscape gradually transition from bustling urban
sprawl to tranquil lakes and continuous pristine

coniferous forests.

. The Last Mile: Such secluded lakeside cottages usually

require navigating winding dirt roads through the local



woods. Ensure you are driving a vehicle with good
clearance and enjoy the exploratory thrill of venturing

off the beaten path under the dense canopy.

In a Nutshell: Using warm natural cedar and pure glass
curtain walls atop the raw Canadian Shield, it constructs a
micro-landmark of retreat that resonates deeply with the

wilderness.



