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Travel & Visit Index - Tsubame



Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Poetic Standing Bar on Ikoma's Street Corner)

1. Public & Accessible

e Fully Open Community Bar: This is a Standing Bar (Tachinomi)
located within the "Midorigaoka Ikoma" commercial facility in Ikoma
City, Nara Prefecture, Japan. As a commercial dining space, it is open to
the public, aiming to attract young professionals, local residents, and

hikers.

e Approachable Street Corner: Covering only 98 square meters, the
designer deliberately broke down the barrier between inside and
outside. Passersby can easily see the lively atmosphere inside, making it

a highly accessible and vibrant urban catalyst.

2. Minimalist Interface & Civic Warmth

« A Noren for a Facade: Kichi Architects simplified the entrance, using
only a lightly illustrated white noren (curtain) and a transparent vinyl
sheet. Referencing the spiritual essence of the nearby Hozanji Temple's
grand torii gate, this setup makes the threshold recognizable yet

completely devoid of alienation.

e Industrial Base & Casual Socializing: The interior features exposed
concrete, forming an industrial yet warm backdrop. A U-shaped counter
surrounds an open kitchen, with low round tables scattered around for

guests to move freely. This layout amplifies the spontaneous and free-



spirited social nature of the standing bar culture.

3. Poetic Detail of "Resting Swallows"

« The "Half-Sitting" Philosophy of Climbing Ropes: This is perhaps the
most brilliant stroke of the design. To provide support without
installing chairs, the designers hung climbing ropes along the bar,

offering a clever "half-sitting" support mechanism for guests.

e Metaphor of the Name: The silhouettes of guests leaning against the
ropes resemble a row of swallows resting on power lines. This perfectly
echoes the poetic name "Tsubame (Swallow) Station" and creates a
fascinating dialogue with the real swallow nests carefully guarded in the

corridor upstairs.

Visitor Guide

o Best Way to Visit:

o Dusk Drinks: The best time to visit is at dusk. After a day of
hiking Mt. Ilkoma or finishing work, part the white curtain, order
a drink, and experience the unique standing bar vibe while

leaning against the "climbing rope."

« Highlights:

o Facade Curtains: Observe how the white norenand transparent

vinyl lightly define the boundary between indoors and outdoors



while inviting visual interaction.

o Rope "Seats": Try leaning on the climbing ropes suspended by
the bar to feel the designer's ingenious balance of functionality

and visual tension.

o Nearby Connections:

o Hozanji Temple: The project's entrance was spiritually inspired
by the grand torii gate of Hozaniji. Since you are in lkoma, taking
the lkoma Cable Car to the ancient Hozanji Temple is highly

recommended to understand the local historical context.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a street-corner nest woven from concrete
and climbing ropes; with the lightest touch, it offers a resting place for the

city's weary yet socially eager "swallows."



