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Travel & Visit Index - Lakeside Residence

Total Score: 2.0/5.0 (A Museum of Rock and Wood Sculpture in Detroit Suburbs)

1. Privacy & Accessibility

Private Collector's Retreat, No Visitors: This is a Private Residence located in
Birmingham, Michigan, USA, designed for an Asian art curator and collector. It
serves not only as a living space but also as a private museum for precious

collections, thus the interior is not open to the pubilic.

Sculpture in the Park: The house sits on a park-like site traversed by the River
Rouge. Although inaccessible, its unique Y-shaped volume and dark slate
facade make it stand like a massive modern sculpture within the natural

landscape, possibly visible from nearby park paths.

2. Architecture like a Sliced Apple

Cold Outside, Warm Inside: Architect Jonathan Disbrow describes the design
as "slicing an apple". The exterior is cold, dark Buckingham Slate, while the
interior is warm, bright Ash Wood. This strong contrast symbolizes the

transition from a protective outer layer to a soft living core.

Veins of Light and Shadow: The slate on the facade is not just decoration; it
reveals different textures and mineral veins as the sunlight changes. If you pass
by at different times of the day, you will find this black house has rich

expressions.



3. Symbiosis of Collection & Landscape

e Built for Art: The owner is an expert in Asian art, and every corner of the house,
even an ash wood bench, is meticulously designed to display their collection.
Although we cannot see the Japanese woodblock prints inside, the
architecture's extreme attention to materials allows us to feel a tribute to

"craftsmanship.”

e Borrowed Scenery: Massive glass walls bring the undulating terrain and
carefully layered plants indoors, making the landscape part of the interior

design.
Visitor Guide
e Best Way to Visit:

o Detroit Architecture Tour: Birmingham is a famous affluent suburb of
Detroit, boasting many excellent modern residences. While you cannot
enter this house, the area itself is an open-air museum of Mid-Century

Modern and contemporary mansion design.

o Digital Tour: It is recommended to view its photography on
Archicasting or Disbrow lannuzzi's official website, especially the detalil

shots contrasting slate and ash wood.
e Alternative Experiences:

o Cranbrook Art Museum: Not far from Birmingham, the Cranbrook
Academy of Art is a mecca of American modern design (designed by
Eliel Saarinen), featuring top-tier architecture, gardens, and art

collections, fully open to the public.

o Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA): If you want to admire Asian art

collections, the DIA is a world-class choice.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a sliced obsidian; hard as rock on the outside, warm

as wood on the inside, quietly guarding its owner's art treasures.



