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Travel & Visit Index - Shanghai Grand Opera House
Total Score: 5.0/5.0 (A Boundless Civic Stage along the Huangpu River)
1. Public & Accessibility

e 24/7 Civic Landmark: Located on a prominent convex bank of the Huangpu

River in Shanghai, the project is scheduled to officially open to the public in the



second half of 2026. Breaking away from the enclosed, monumental form of
traditional theaters, its most groundbreaking feature is a spiraling roof that rises
from the ground to an elevated public viewing platform, open 24 hours a day

year-round, vastly expanding the public nature of cultural architecture.
2. Rhythm and River Echoes

¢ A Dancing Building: Snghetta and the collaborative design team drew
inspiration from the fluid and expressive rhythms of the human body in dance

and theatrical performances.

+ Tidal Resonance: A continuous curved profile defines the building, spiraling
around the site to echo the ebb and flow of the Huangpu River, allowing this

massive landmark to naturally integrate into the urban waterfront ecology.
3. Theatrical Expression of Space

e Architecture as Performance: The interior space is equally infectious. Soaring
glass curtain walls flood the public lobby with natural light, while deep red
sculptural volumes weave through the space with choreographic precision. This
creates a spatial rhythm that initiates long before the curtain rises, making the

building itself a performance.
Visitor Guide

e Best Way to Visit: As the project is expected to open in 2026, a visit during the
early evening is highly recommended upon its completion. You can stroll along
the spiraling roof to the viewing platform to overlook the sunset over the
Huangpu River and the city skyline, experiencing this grand architecture that

transforms its roof into a civic plaza.

¢ Highlights: Notice the striking contrast between the deep red sculptural interior
volumes and the expansive glass curtain walls, as well as how the radial layout of
the surrounding landscape seamlessly integrates with the building's geometric

logic.

One-Sentence Summary: It is not a closed sanctuary that elevates art out of reach, but
a spiraling folding fan unfurled 24/7 to the city, dancing to the rhythm of everyday life

along the Huangpu River.



