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Architectural Visit Index - Layer House

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Sanctuary of Art and Dwelling in

the Forests of British Columbia)

1. Volume Concealment and Programmatic Separation
Adapting to Topography: Layer House is a 601.7-square-
meter waterfront private residence located in Willis Point,
British Columbia, Canada. To meet the needs of the clients—a
couple engaged in visual arts and craft—the design team
ingeniously broke the building down into two volumes
connected by a bridge: a 4,74-square-meter, two-level main
residence and a 121-square-meter accessory building. This
physical separation gives the printmaking studio above and
the woodshop below their own independent atmosphere and
creative rhythm. Furthermore, the architecture is not imposed
on the forested hillside but settles into it, drawing on the

earth's thermal mass for year-round energy stability.

2. A Container of Natural Perception Blurring Boundaries:
Through expansive high-performance glazing, the architects
thoroughly dissolved the threshold between the interior and
the landscape. This allows the shimmering waters of Saanich

Inlet, the forest canopy, marine light, and tidal rhythms to be



pulled into every room. Wraparound decks further extend the
living spaces outward, while a hot tub and outdoor shower
terrace on the lower level invite a restorative pause and deep

integration with nature.

3. Holistic Tectonics and Ecological Ethics Rooted in the
Region: The W O V E N team, founded by Julian Carnrite and
Genevieve Graham, integrates architecture, landscape, and
interior design as a single, indivisible discipline. Materially,
the building relies on locally sourced wood, concrete, and
metal, which not only speak to the regional environment of
the Pacific Northwest but also ensure the building ages with
integrity. Additionally, the introduction of a rainwater
harvesting and filtration system embeds ecological
responsibility directly into the building's infrastructure,

reducing reliance on the municipal water supply.
Visit Recommendation

. Best Approach: Given that this is a private residence
serving daily life, it is not open to the public; it is highly
recommended to appreciate it online through the
professional photography of Sama Jim Canzian. Focus

your attention on how the bridge connects the two



volumes, and how the structure softly settles into the

Willis Point hillside.

« Core Highlights: Study W O V E N's holistic
methodology of bespoke "West Coast Modern”
architecture. Observe how they reject sequential design
steps, developing spatial experience, material selection,
and site response in parallel to achieve a coherent

whole built form.

« Surrounding Academic Context Visit: Since this
residence is in British Columbia and the design practice
is based in Victoria, it is recommended that during a
future trip to the region, you explore Victoria to
experience the profound local architectural context of

contextually sensitive and functional residential design.

One-Sentence Summary: Settling into the forested hillside of
Willis Point, it utilizes local materials and deep ecological
responsibility to establish a hidden observatory for an artisan
couple, converging craft, nature, and daily life with rare

coherence.



