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Experimental House with a Large Roof

Architectural Visit Index: 3.9/5.0| ¢ Reading a self-made
landscape in an ordinary neighbourhood

(| Spatial Story

« Begin at the Street: Treat the house as a brief exterior study within a
Sendai neighbourhood. From the public street, notice how the dark roof
lowers the silhouette and how planting appears intermittently through
openings beneath the eaves. Its presence is measured through
concealment and disclosure rather than an assertive object form.

« Read It through Drawings: Place the two plans beside the section to
understand how the courtyard occupies roughly forty per cent of the
footprint. Ground-floor life spreads horizontally around it, while bedrooms
and a second living suite sit deeper within the roof above. The slatted floor
and skylight reconnect both levels as one route for light and air.

« Materials at Work: Timber is more than a warm finish here.
Hokkaido larch panels act as structure, floor and ceiling; Akiu stone
supports evaporative cooling; wood-fibre insulation moderates humidity
and sound. The pleasure of the project lies in how every material performs
alongside its sensory character.

« # Design Details to Notice: The roof openings are not a uniform
skylight system but vary around trees, daylight and domestic sightlines.
Look next at the coordination of south-facing glass, slatted upper floor
and high skylight. Day and night photographs reveal two different
readings: planting and shadow shape the house by day, while warm
interior light exposes the roof's depth after dark.



@& Traveler's Toolkit

 a Best Experience: Combine a short exterior observation with the
published plans and photographs. Identify the entrance, eaves and planted
openings from the street, then study the drawings somewhere nearby and
reconstruct the path of air rising from the Akiu-stone courtyard through
the slatted floor to the skylight.

« © Aesthetic Exercise: Record only three relationships: dark shell
and timber interior, solid roof and sky openings, constructed courtyard
and ordinary suburb. Looking past furniture and decoration makes it easier
to see how scale, shadow and material junctions produce the sense of

openness.

 ma Photography Tip: Use a slightly low viewpoint to retain the
roof's horizontal reach and frame it with a tree or street edge rather than
moving too close. For a solo portrait, place a phone within the public
walking space, use the eave as an upper frame and cross from one edge of
the composition. Keeping the figure small will register the roof against the
neighbourhood scale.

. Continue through Sendai: Extend the study to public
architecture in the city. At Sendai Mediatheque, compare a transparent
structural system and urban frontage; along Aoba-dori and Jozenji-dori,
observe how trees, streets and buildings negotiate daily life. The contrast
helps reveal how architecture in Sendai responds to nature and climate at
very different scales.

@ Route and Stay

« Planning the Day: The house works best as a short exterior
observation within a broader architecture walk. Give more of the day to



public buildings, streets and green spaces rather than building the itinerary

around one private residence.

« Best Light: Low morning or afternoon light makes the depth of the
eaves and planted openings easier to read. Overcast weather suits the
restrained differences among black walls, glass and timber. Published night
photography is most useful for understanding the interior sequence, while
an on-site study remains strongest from the street.

« Where to Stay: A base near Sendai Station, Aoba-dori or Jozenji-dori
provides convenient access to public transport, civic architecture, shopping
streets and urban greenery. Choosing a walkable location leaves more time
for looking closely at the city rather than retracing routes.

=» Visit Advice: Read the roof, openings and planting from the public
street, then return to the drawings and trace the environmental path
among courtyard, slatted floor and skylight. The most valuable lesson
is not a house form to imitate, but a way of seeing an ordinary plot as
a shared experiment in climate, material and family life.



