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Small House on a Slope

Visit Index: 2.4 / 5.0 | A private home best studied through drawings and

images

Spatial Story

« Treat it as private life, not a destination: Small House on a Slope is a
private residence with no published visit, booking or rental arrangement. The
design value lies in how it responds to terrain, woodland and the client's
possessions, not in locating the home. Complete the interior reading through
the architect's photographs, plans and section; no real itinerary should be
organised around finding or reaching the property.

« Read placement through the terrain: Begin with the western road views
and compare them with plan and section. The site falls 1.2 to 5.4 m below the
road, yet the building occupies only a modest level patch near the centre. The
concrete platform, slope edge and silver gable show how a reduced footprint
limits disturbance rather than trying to dominate the difficult ground.

« Follow daily life through one room: Use the entrance view to trace
sleeping, living, dining and kitchen zones within the 39 m? main room, without
searching for conventional partitions. Low furniture, a post, the kitchen
volume and continuous timber floor establish each area. The client's collected
furniture and lamps are not decorative additions; they helped determine
distance, colour and spatial pause.

« Use section to understand smallness and extent: Place the 13 m? loft
back into the section. It is neither a sealed second-floor room nor fully
detached from the space below, but a suspended platform that adds outlook,
storage and flexibility. Ladder, beams and high-level openings show how
vertical depth compensates for limited floor area.



Traveler's Toolkit

« Best Experience: Approach the project as a remote design study. Review
the complete photo sequence, map furniture and activities on the ground-
floor plan, then use the section to verify loft, roof and foundations. Daylight
and dusk images reveal different parts of the permeation idea: reflection on
the silver shell and a warm interior held against deep woodland.

» Aesthetic Exercise: Compare the same room with blinds open, blinds
closed and at dusk. Note how green, grey and timber change in proportion,
then record three relationships: closed shell and concentrated opening, low
furniture and upper loft, cool metal and warm wood. This moves the reading
beyond the generic label of minimalism.

« Image Study: Do not make photographing the private house an objective.
Instead, crop published images into a four-part material study of roof
reflection, plaster, furniture scale and woodland edge. For an on-site
photography exercise, use a formally open public building, place a person as
scale without blocking circulation, and follow the venue's rules for tripods and

commercial use.

« Public Alternatives: In Nagoya, direct the actual visit to the Toyota
Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology and the Nagoya City
Art Museum. The former reuses early industrial buildings and demonstrates
manufacturing processes; the latter offers a civic building within Shirakawa
Park. Check current exhibitions, hours and photography rules on official pages.

Getting There & Where to Stay

« Arrival: Nagoya's official visitor information lists Meitetsu rail services
from Chubu Centrair International Airport to Nagoya Station, commonly
taking about 28 to 35 minutes. Verify the current timetable and fare on the



day. Use Nagoya Station, Fushimi or Sakae as bases for public architecture
rather than placing a private residential address in navigation.

« Local Movement: The Toyota museum is a short walk from Sako Station
and is also served by the Nagoya sightseeing route bus. The Nagoya City Art
Museum can be approached on foot from Fushimi, Osu Kannon or Yabacho
stations. Both are practical public-transport visits that extend the study toward
industrial heritage, materials and civic space.

« Visit Rhythm: The Toyota museum currently lists 9:30 am to 5:00 pm, with
last admission at 4:30 pm and closure on Mondays and over the year-end
period; confirm exceptions on its official site. The art museum's exhibition
calendar and daily status change, so verify them before planning time in
Shirakawa Park.

« Where to Stay: The Nagoya Station area simplifies airport access and the
Toyota museum route, while Fushimi or Sakae better connect Shirakawa Park,
central museums and dining. Choose for public transport and the open
architecture itinerary, not proximity to the residence. One or two days is
sufficient for a focused study of civic culture and industrial heritage.

Visit Advice: Do not plan the house as a check-in destination. Read
woodland, blinds and changing light through the published photographs,
then use plan and section to understand the one-room field, loft and
sloping foundations. In Nagoya, reserve on-site observation for formally
accessible civic and industrial buildings.



