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Visit Index: 4.7 / 5.0 | Reading a city between old brick and new
concrete

Why Make the Journey

« An inhabitable urban section: The renovation does not restore the old
building into a uniform historical image. Brick joints, patches, slabs and
service traces remain visible while a new concrete stair moves through
them. Visitors can read Sao Paulo's habit of rebuilding over itself through
direct bodily movement.

* Public value beyond retail: A cobbler's workshop, running test area,
collaborations, residencies, events and roof terrace extend shopping into
repair, learning and pause. The project turns brand values into spatial
practice without pretending to be a conventional cultural institution.

« A contemporary Paulista material language: Board-formed concrete is
not decorative scenery. It performs as stair, display, counter and furniture
base. Rough surfaces and exact proportions show how Brazilian modern
architecture can connect structure, material and public life.

« A complete visual record: The glazed facade, entrance void, horizontal
shelving, light grid and layered surfaces support exterior, overview, detail
and human-scale photography. Published plans and sections make the
spatial sequence easy to study before and after the visit.

Spatial Story

 Begin across the street: Read the three-storey glass opening as a cut
through the old building. Look beyond the shop-window effect to the
exposed slab edges, new concrete and roof planting held within the



transparent frame. The slightly lowered ground floor draws the pavement
view deep into the interior.

« Slow down on the ground floor: Compare the gap between white
shelves and brick, then use concrete plinths, timber benches and people to
judge scale. The cobbler's workshop at the rear places purchase and
maintenance on the same route, making repair visible rather than

peripheral.

« Ascend through the material joint: The relationship between new stair
and stripped lift shaft best explains the project. From the landings, look
back through the entrance void to see street, floors and lighting together.
The roof terrace then shifts the experience from retail interior to urban
canopy and Brazilian design history.

Traveler's Toolkit

 Best experience: Allow sixty to ninety minutes and use the store as the
beginning of an architecture walk between Oscar Freire Street and Avenida
Paulista. A weekday near opening or the transition into evening usually
offers a useful balance of calm material observation and visible occupation.

Roof and event access depend on the day's programme.

« Aesthetic exercise: Make one close photograph each of old brick, new
concrete, timber and glass, then one wide image containing all four.
Compare their structural, display, tactile and lighting roles. This prevents
the project from being reduced to a generic brutalist look.

« Photography approach: A moderate telephoto can simplify the street

facade; indoors, use a moderate wide angle and keep verticals straight.
Preserve shadow depth so board-form grain remains visible. Ask before



photographing customers or the repair team, and obtain prior approval for
tripods or commercial work.

« Pairing the visit: Continue toward Instituto Moreira Salles Paulista and
Lina Bo Bardi's MASP to compare a vertical cultural building, a suspended
museum and this transparent retail conversion. Reserve Ibirapuera Park's

modern buildings for a separate half-day if possible.

On-site Observation List

 Facade: How glazing compresses floors, stair and roof activity into an
urban display.

« Existing walls: How brick colour, mortar patches and service openings
record previous uses.

« New concrete: How joints, timber grain, corners and balustrades retain
precision within rough surfaces.

« Lighting: How linear fixtures float below structure and work with daylight
to guide movement.

« Operation: Whether repair, display, payment, events and pause actually
feel continuous.

Design Team Lens

« Roberto Somlo Arquitetura: Read the store alongside the practice's
smaller rural projects, where existing conditions, local resources and long-
term use also shape form. The connection is not a repeated visual
signature but a preference for direct material decisions and limited
intervention.

« Collaborative precision: Lighting, neon art, structure, building systems,
construction and project management are deliberately visible yet



controlled. Their success lies in maintaining tension between old evidence

and new insertion rather than erasing one with the other.

Access and Practical Notes

» Address: Oscar Freire 565, Jardim Paulista, Sao Paulo, SP 01426-001. The
store sits on a well-established retail street and fits naturally into a walking
itinerary.

e Current published hours: VEJA lists Monday—Saturday 10:00-20:00 and
Sunday 12:00-18:00. Cobbler service is listed Monday—-Saturday 10:00-
18:00 and closed Sunday. Recheck the official page for holidays, events
and temporary changes.

« Entry: The shop is ordinarily open without reservation. Roof, event,
residency and screening areas may only be accessible for specific
programmes, so contact the store before planning specialist coverage.

 Responsible visit: Keep circulation clear, respect staff and customer
privacy, and do not treat merchandise displays as props. Commercial
photography, tripods and extended equipment setups require prior
permission.

Suggested Architecture Day

« Morning: Begin at VEJA soon after opening, when exposed surfaces and

display details can be read with less crowding. Continue along Oscar Freire
Street and pause to observe how the district's commercial facades handle

transparency, setback and shade.

 Afternoon: Move to Instituto Moreira Salles Paulista for its vertical
sequence of public spaces and exhibitions. Continue to MASP and



compare the civic void beneath Lina Bo Bardi's suspended volume with
VEJA's much smaller but deliberately public threshold.

« Evening: If energy and current programming allow, return toward Jardim
Paulista as shop lighting becomes visible through the full-height facade.
The contrast between daytime material texture and evening urban display
completes the project's two identities.

Editorial Verification

« Area: This package uses ArchDaily's project-specific figure of 536 m2.
Earlier launch coverage often rounded the store to 600 m?; the discrepancy
is recorded in the source notes rather than silently merged.

 Chinese coverage: ArchDaily declares a Chinese-language alternate at
/zh/1187438, and VEJA has a localised Chinese store page. The user's
explicit project selection is treated as a one-off override; both pages are
disclosed in the source notes.

 Image threshold: The published gallery lists twenty photographs, one of
which is an exact duplicate. Nineteen distinct original-size photographs
remain, plus four plans, three sections and one elevation. The package
therefore passes the image and drawing gates after deduplication.

Final note: The most rewarding visit follows the building's section
rather than its product categories—street to lowered floor, brick to
concrete, repair bench to stair, and finally roof terrace to city. That
sequence turns a polished retail address into a compact architectural
journey through Sao Paulo's material memory.



