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Visit Index - House with a Large Roof
Total Score: 4.5/5.0

1. A Giant Roof and Cantilevered Narrative Adapting to

the Topography:

This is a private residence located in the Kitasaku District of
Nagano, Japan, covering an area of approximately 139 square
meters. Built for a family relocating to the Karuizawa region,
the architects did not choose to level the steep mountain
slope with a 30-degree incline. Instead, they followed the
terrain by erecting a sprawling, giant monopitch roof.
Underneath this highly protective massive canopy, the living
space extends outward into a right-angled cantilevered
terrace. This not only gently embraces the main living areas
but also allows the architecture to anchor itself upon the sun-
drenched southern slope with a posture that is both light and

full of structural tension.



2. The Phenomenology of Sightline Control and Boundary

Dissolution:

This residence excels at managing the visual relationship
between people and the natural landscape. The living room
facades facing the valley and the south are completely
replaced by fully operable sliding glass doors, reaching an
astonishing opening of up to seven meters, thereby
thoroughly dissolving the indoor-outdoor boundaries. Even
more ingeniously, a low solid parapet wall is placed on the
outer edge of the cantilevered terrace. This low wall, which
also functions as a 30-centimeter-wide writing surface,
cleverly obscures the noisy road nine meters below, forcefully
elevating the inhabitants' sightline to guide it over the lush

treetops directly toward the pure sky.

3. Structural Honesty and the Spiritual Resonance of

Geometric Order:

The structural logic of the building is expressed with extreme
honesty. The cantilevered terrace is suspended by massive
wall beams on the mountain side, while it is firmly supported
by black-painted steel struts on the valley side. These load-

bearing components naturally form flexible spatial partitions



indoors. Behind the microscopic sensibility lies a highly
rigorous academic order: the double-square composition of
the plan and the 3:4 aspect ratio of the section quietly embed
this everyday timber residence into a grander, more eternal
geometric law, endowing the space with a spiritual dimension

that transcends utilitarian functions.
Visit Recommendation

. Best Approach: Given that this is a private residence, it
is highly recommended that you engage in an online
appreciation through high-resolution professional
architectural photography. Keep your visual focus on
the deeply projecting large eaves and the low terrace
wall that cuts the landscape like a picture frame,
experiencing how Japanese architects use precise
sectional calculations to regulate the occupant's line of

sight.

. Core Highlights: Study the core concept of
"Architecture as a Landscape" by Yaita and Associates.
Observe how they relinquished strong desires for self-
expression, concealing mechanical logic and rigorous

geometric proportions beneath a tranquil spatial



appearance, allowing the architecture to truly become a
medium connecting people with the mountains and

nature.

« Surrounding Academic Context Visit: Since you have
turned your attention to the vicinity of Karuizawa, a
famous summer resort, it is strongly advised that during
a future visit to the area, you explore the Hiroshi Senju
Museum Karuizawa, designed by Ryue Nishizawa. After
appreciating the cantilevered restraint and timber charm
of this mountain residence, go and experience that
minimalist pure-white museum that gracefully follows
the natural undulating terrain and flowing light and
shadow. The two will bring you an extremely vivid
contrast and inspiration on the proposition of how

spaces adapt to topography.

One-Sentence Summary: Through a giant roof adapting to
the steep slope and a rigorous geometric order, it holds up a
poetic sanctuary dissolving into the natural landscape for a

relocated family within the mountains of Karuizawa, Japan.



