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Port Gitana

Architectural Visit Index: 4.7 / 5.0 | Reading Civic Life and Retreat
at the Water's Edge

(| Spatial Story

« Walk from Village to Water: Approach from the Route de Lausanne
side and first read how the two buildings define a forecourt. Continue
through the central passage as harbour, trees and lake appear in stages.
The essential experience lies in this unfolding route rather than in either
facade alone.

« Compare the Two Houses: The civic building and hotel-restaurant

share pitched roofs, pale colour and timber cladding, yet their orientations
and openings respond to different programmes. Walk the passage in both
directions to see how the pair remains coherent while establishing distinct

entrances and scales.

«  Design Details to Notice: Study the way the timber cladding
tapers toward the base, how the mineral plinth meets existing stone walls,
and how the lakeside columns divide a continuous view into measured
frames. Indoors, compare pale wood, grey-green surfaces and darker
green rooms with the changing colour of the water outside.

« A Study in Horizons: Choose a viewpoint that includes eaves,
balconies and lake. Compare the building's horizontal joints with the
distant shoreline. Its lightness comes less from transparency alone than
from repeated adjustments between roof, columns, window bands and

landscape scale.

& Traveler's Toolkit



« wa Ultimate Experience: Morning or late-afternoon side light reveals
the fine shadows of the pale timber skin, while the lake is less likely to
flatten into glare. If you stop at the restaurant, a seat toward the park or
water helps reveal how the landscape enters everyday use.

« % Aesthetic Exercise: Begin with a wide view of the two houses and
harbour, then narrow your attention to the repetition of columns, windows
and boards. Moving between these scales explains how the project shifts
from public landscape to carefully tuned interior detail.

« wa Photography Tip: For the overall ensemble, shoot from across the
small harbour or the park edge and keep boats, trees and both buildings
in frame. Along the passage, photograph toward the lake. Solo travellers
can secure a phone at the side and use a timer while walking toward the
water, or sit beneath the lakeside colonnade so the figure gives scale
without covering the roofline.

. Itinerary Addition: Combine Port Gitana with a lakeside walk,
Bellevue pier or a short boat journey. From central Geneva it works well as
a half-day architectural excursion, even without an overnight hotel stay.

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

 Arrival: SBB trains connect central Geneva with Genthod-Bellevue in
about 11 minutes, followed by a short walk. Bus 52 stops at Bellevue
Mairie nearby, and lake transport may provide another seasonal option.
Check the day's timetable before setting out.

« Visit Sequence: Enter from the village side, follow the central passage,
step across to the harbour for the complete view, and return along the
lake toward the restaurant and park. This route makes the project's
connective role legible.



« How Long to Stay: Allow two to three hours for architectural
observation and a lakeside walk. For the restaurant, guest rooms or early-
morning light, an overnight stay at Auberge Port-Gitana offers a fuller
experience.

« Visit Advice: Give as much attention to the space between the two
houses as to their pale facades. Passage, split levels and lakeside
colonnades show that the project's real subject is how the village reaches

the water.



