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Tullie Museum

Architectural Visit Index: 4.5/ 5.0 | Walking from the street into a
city’ s memory

(| Spatial Story

« Begin on the Street: The clearest way to understand the project is to
start on Castle Street. Approach the Cumbrian red-stone portal, then move
through the historic gatehouse and courtyard. A sequence of thresholds at
different scales gradually carries the city into the museum.

« Read the Long Views: In the welcome space, pause centrally and locate
the shop, cafe, community rooms and Carlisle Gallery. Arches, ramps and
level routes quietly reconcile the complex changes in floor height and
bring once-fragmented buildings into one journey.

«  Design Details to Notice: Look closely at the junction between the
new stone portal and old brickwork, then study the rounded poplar cases,
pegboard system and varied display heights. New and old are not made
identical; proportion, tone and repeated arches create affinity.

« An Exercise in Looking: Choose one viewpoint outside, one beneath
the gatehouse and one in the gallery. Compare how the arch works as
urban marker, threshold and display background. Its change of scale offers
a concise reading of the entire intervention.

& Traveler's Toolkit

« wa Ultimate Experience: Make Tullie part of a walk through Carlisle’ s
historic quarter, arriving from the station and continuing to the castle and
cathedral. The sequence makes the museum’ s renewed connection to the
city especially legible.

« % Aesthetic Exercise: Compare one pair of old and new materials,
perhaps red stone and brick or poplar cases and historic timber vitrines.



Notice texture, edge thickness, reflectivity and their relationship to the
body rather than colour alone.

« wa Photography Tip: Shoot the entrance obliquely from Castle Street,
keeping neighbouring terraces and pedestrians for scale. Inside, use
repeated arches as layered frames. Solo travellers can place a phone
securely at the edge of the welcome space and use a timer for a side-on
portrait moving through an arch or pausing by a case.

. Itinerary Addition: The museum sits between Carlisle Castle and
the cathedral, making all three easy to connect on foot. With more time,
follow the Roman Frontier displays toward the wider history of Hadrian" s
Wall.

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

o Arrival: Tullie is about an 800 m walk from Carlisle Citadel Station,
mainly through the pedestrianised centre. Castle Street is the principal
entrance; pass through the gatehouse and turn right toward the large T
sign.

e Current Hours: Galleries normally open 10:00-16:00 Monday to
Saturday and 11:00-16:00 Sunday, with slightly longer cafe hours. Check
Tullie’ s website before travelling for current tickets, special exhibitions

and events.

« Visit Rhythm: Allow two to three hours for the welcome space, Carlisle
Gallery, open collections and gardens. The Border Galleries, Costume
Gallery and Wildlife Dome are currently closed during the next
redevelopment phase, while other galleries and events remain available.

« Where to Stay: A base between Carlisle Station and the historic quarter
keeps the museum, castle and cathedral within walking distance. Carlisle



also works well as a rail and bus base for wider Cumbria and Hadrian’' s
Wall itineraries.

=» Visit Advice: Treat the red-stone portal as a beginning. Compare
scale and light across street, gatehouse, courtyard and gallery; the
project is most rewarding when its civic history becomes part of an
ordinary walk.



