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Travel & Visit Index - Aurinkokallio Daycare Center

Total Score: 3.5/5.0 (A Childhood Sanctuary Hidden at the
Edge of the Forest)

1. Community Service Attribute & Exterior Accessibility:

« This is a public educational facility located in the
Kannelmaki neighborhood of Helsinki, Finland, primarily
serving over 200 local preschool children. As a daycare

center, its interior spaces are not open to external



visitors during school hours. However, its elegantly
restrained exterior, the architectural posture ingeniously
embedded into the sloping terrain, and its transitional
areas connecting to the adjacent protected forest park
are highly worth observing from the outside for

architecture students and enthusiasts.
2. Poetic Response to the Sloping Terrain and Forest:

« The design team, Verstas Architects, extremely gently
embedded this three-story volume into the natural
sloping terrain. They deliberately preserved the original
trees and topography on the north side of the site, and
even echoed the adjacent historical fortification ruins in
their landscape logic. The sloping roof profile and low
eaves act like a giant umbrella, guiding soft natural light
towards the outdoor playground, perfectly blurring the
boundary between the indoor sanctuary and outdoor

natural exploration.
3. Warm Narrative of Brick and Wood Materials:

« The building facade intertwines patterned light brick
walls with warm wooden cladding, which not only

responds to the architectural texture of the surrounding



old neighborhood but also radiates a brand-new vitality.
The interior continues the warmth of the wood. The
most stunning feature is the spruce green main
staircase, which resembles a "forest path" cleverly
folded into the architectural core, injecting a profound

natural poetry into the children's daily exploration.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit: It is highly recommended to visit this
neighborhood during non-teaching hours, such as
weekends, holidays, or early evenings. You can stroll
along the exterior galleries and the sloping terrain,
focusing on the diverse masonry techniques of the light
brick walls and how the building volume handles the

transition to the forest park behind it.

Highlights: Notice the striking entrance canopy at the
street level and the spruce green main staircase faintly
visible through the large glass windows. Carefully
experience how Nordic architects inject strong
humanistic care and a sense of custom design into

everyday details.

One-Sentence Summary: With light bricks, warm wood, and



a spruce green staircase, it weaves a sloping fairytale full of
natural light and poetic exploration for children at the edge

of the Helsinki forest.



