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Total Score: 4.0/5.0 (A New Paradigm of Community

Living in a Tokyo Scenic Preservation District)

1. Social Gravity Blurring Public and Private Boundaries:
Assuming you are strolling through a scenic preservation
district in Tokyo, Japan, this private residence of
approximately 112 square meters will undoubtedly catch your
attention. Because the client works in horticulture, the rare
plants in the garden of their previous home served as a
natural medium for neighbors to stop and chat. The principal
architect of KAMIJIMA Architects accurately captured this
everyday phenomenon and translated this social logic directly
into the transitional layers of the architectural plan,
attempting to establish an extremely gentle connection

between the private dwelling and the community street.

2. Reinterpreting the Traditional Entry Narrative: The
architect did not use cold perimeter walls to keep people at a
distance. A deeply projecting eave creates a sheltered grey
space at the entrance, providing an excellent spot for
impromptu greetings among neighbors. Stepping inside, the
sunken earthen-floor entrance hall reimagines the traditional

Japanese "doma" with a contemporary approach, guiding



visitors incrementally inward. The living spaces further inside
remain entirely reserved for the family. This progressive
sequence, devoid of rigid physical boundaries, perfectly
achieves the coexistence of community interaction and

domestic privacy.

3. A Steep Gable Roof Complying with Regulations: To
strictly respond to the severe setback limitations dictated by
the scenic preservation zone, this two-story timber-framed
house steps well back from all site boundaries. Its most
recognizable visual symbol is a steep gable roof with a 35-
degree pitch, with its gable end facing the street. This form
not only provides ample light and space for adjacent
buildings but also outlines a quiet and unique silhouette for
the entire street. Currently, the courtyard landscaping is
extremely restrained; the architect anticipates that the client
will fill the spatial margins with professional plantings in the

future, allowing the building to truly "grow" into the land.
Visit Recommendation

. Best Approach: It is highly recommended that you take
a stroll past this neighborhood on a warm afternoon.

You can stand across the street, carefully observe the



highly dramatic steep gable roof, and experience how
the grey space under the deep eaves opens up to the

community streetscape with an inviting posture.

Core Highlights: Study the philosophy of
"incompleteness” and time behind this building.
Observe how the architect restrained the desire for self-
expression, deliberately leaving margins beneath the
roof and plan, returning the ultimate "completion” of
the architecture to the horticulturist inhabitant and the

long passage of time.

Surrounding Academic Context Visit: Since you are
already in Tokyo, after experiencing how this residence
cleverly integrates natural planting and community
interaction, it is strongly recommended that you visit
the Nezu Museum near Omotesando. In that building
designed by a contemporary master, you can step into
the profound traditional Japanese garden behind it,
which feels like an urban oasis, and appreciate a
grander, ultimate Eastern spatial aesthetic of the
harmonious coexistence between nature and

architecture.



One-Sentence Summary: Using a steep gable roof and deep
eaves, it constructs a growing container for a horticulturist in
a Tokyo scenic preservation district, gently blending

community interaction with private life.



