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Cathedral House / JAK Architecture

Architectural Visit Index: 3.7 / 5.0 | @ Reading a private house
through the public landscape of the Cathedral Ranges

| Space Story

« Begin with the slope: The northern edge is set into rock while the
southern side opens with the falling land. Start with distant views, then
compare the courtyard and south facade to see how shelter, sun and
cross-ventilation are held in balance.

« Two landscape distances: Living spaces face the distant Cathedral
Ranges, bedrooms turn toward nearby eucalypts, and the ensuite's round
window compresses the mountain view into a private scene. Each opening
calibrates a different relationship with the land.

« Restraint in a fire-prone setting: Bushfires advanced to within a few
hundred metres during construction. The low profile, durable materials
and minimal native planting reveal that the house's calm character is
grounded in a practical response to risk.

& Traveler's Kit

« Access: Cathedral House is a private weekend residence. Published
information does not identify it as an open house, bookable stay or public
attraction. Do not search for an address or enter private roads and land.

« Expert Focus: Compare the roles of board-formed concrete, vertical
timber, corrugated roofing and full-height glazing, then follow the circular
window as it shifts from an exterior marker to an intimate frame from

within.



 Public Alternative: Cathedral Range State Park offers a legitimate way
to understand the ridgeline, eucalypt forest and Acheron River Valley that
shape the project. Choose a walk using current Parks Victoria guidance;
routes vary substantially in difficulty.

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

« Location: The project is in the rural area around Thornton, Victoria, but
its precise address is not public. Treat Thornton and the ranges as
landscape context rather than a residential photo stop.

« Itinerary Base: Choose registered accommodation around Thornton,
Alexandra or Marysville according to current transport and booking
conditions, then plan visits only to public park destinations.

« Trail Safety: Parks Victoria warns that ridge walks involve steep rock,
slippery surfaces and unreliable phone reception. Carry water, navigation
and weather protection, and avoid the range in extreme conditions or on
Total Fire Ban days.

« Visitor Etiquette: Do not use drones to locate or photograph the
house, and never stop on private access roads. Published photography,
plans and the public mountain landscape provide enough material for a
responsible architectural reading.

=» In a Nutshell: Cathedral House is not a public destination, but the
Cathedral Ranges offer the best public vantage from which to
understand it. Read the slope, wind, fire risk and views first; the

architecture's restraint will then become clearer.



