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THE CONE

4 Architectural Visit Index: 3.8 / 5.0 | Borrowing a forest life
between curve and fire

(| Spatial Story

« Shared Living: This is not a public building open for casual drop-ins,
but a jointly owned villa used by reservation. Its architecture is best
understood through an actual stay, when different families or companions
can test how naturally it moves between gathering and solitude.

« Following the Arc: Walk the entire corridor once on arrival, then
retrace it after settling in. The first pass reveals how the plan unfolds; the
second shows how each turn reframes the forest and changes the

perceived distance between communal and private rooms.

« A Shared Centre: The three-tonne andesite fireplace is not simply a
sculptural object but the social centre of the expansive room. From a seat
beside it, notice how it distinguishes living, dining and kitchen areas
without breaking their continuity.

«  Design Details to Notice: Move beyond the roof silhouette to
study the reflective white ceiling, slender steel columns, timber joints and
glass edges. Together they quieten the structure so that daylight and
woodland become the clearest boundaries of the room.

@& Traveler's Toolkit

« © \Ultimate Experience: With confirmed access, arrive in the
afternoon and experience the water garden, terrace, fire and reflected
night lighting as one sequence. Walk the corridor again the next morning
to see how the architecture changes with the brightness of the forest.



« % Aesthetic Exercise: From one position in the living room, turn
separately toward the boulder, curved ceiling and southern woods.
Compare the randomness of natural stone, the order of the geometry and
the seasonal movement of the trees within the same composition.

 wma Photography Tip: Use an oblique southern angle to retain the
sweep of the eave and depth of the woods; indoors, a horizontal frame can
hold living room, fireplace and panoramic opening together. When alone,
place a phone or compact tripod near dining or at the end of the corridor,
then sit by the fire or walk along the curved wall on a timer so your figure
adds scale without obscuring the roof line.

. Itinerary Addition: Modern architecture, forest museums and
historic villas elsewhere in Karuizawa offer a broader view of the resort's
architectural culture. Visiting public sites before or after the stay helps
place THE CONE within that longer tradition.

# Getting There & Where to Stay

e Access Conditions: Operating as Seren Collective ELM, THE CONE is
a jointly owned villa used through reservation rather than a public
attraction. A visit should be based on a confirmed stay or explicit

arrangements with an owner or operator.

« Arrival Base: Karuizawa Station is the principal rail gateway. The
architectural publication does not disclose full address and transfer details,

so confirmed guests should follow the operator's arrival information.

e Local Movement: Architecture and landscape destinations are
dispersed around Karuizawa. Taxis, pre-arranged transfers or a private car
generally make a multi-stop itinerary easier, particularly with luggage.



« Best Light: Late afternoon into evening reveals the transition from
daylight on the white ceiling to indirect illumination. Winter offers a
stronger contrast between snow, water garden, dark roof and firelight.

« Where to Stay: Without access to the villa itself, base yourself in
Karuizawa or Naka-Karuizawa and focus on publicly accessible architecture
and cultural sites. The private grounds should not be approached solely for

photography without permission.

=» Visit Advice: This architecture rewards inhabitation rather than a
hurried viewing. Walk its curved corridor more than once and let the
fire, framed forest and private corners reveal how a limited stay can

gradually acquire the familiarity of home.



