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Travel & Visit Index
Total Score: 2.0/5.0 (An Eco-Poem for Cloud Appreciation)
1. Privacy & Accessibility

e Private Residence, Do Not Disturb: Unlike the public facilities mentioned
before, it must be clarified that this is a Private Residence located in the

Guayllabamba valley near Quito, Ecuador. It is neither a hotel nor a museum.

¢ Value in "Distant Viewing" Only: Located deep in the valley, such private
homes are usually gated and obscured by vegetation. Venturing there without
invitation may result in disappointment and could infringe on the owner's

privacy.
2. Dialogue Between Architecture & Nature

e The Floating Stance: To avoid damaging the ground turf and tree roots, the
entire house is "suspended” in mid-air on steel and concrete pedestals. This

eco-ethic of "touching the earth lightly" is its aesthetic core.

e Dancing with Trees: To avoid cutting down the old Carob trees in the center of
the site, the building is strategically split into two volumes, leaving a courtyard in

between. The trees are not decoration; they are the heart of the house.
3. Authentic Innovation

e Breathing Walls: The architects adapted traditional South American Bahareque
techniques (similar to wattle and daub), using hemp, lime, earth, and agave
fibers as fill. These walls are alive and can regulate humidity, serving as a model

of "low-tech, high-efficiency.”
Visitor Guide
e Best Way to Visit:

o Digital Tour: Since physical entry is not possible, it is recommended to
study its sections and construction details on professional platforms like
Archicasting, treating it as a "textbook of eco-architecture"” rather than a

tourist spot.

e Alternative Experiences:



o Mashpi Lodge: If you crave the experience of "floating in the jungle,”
visit the Mashpi Lodge eco-hotel near Quito, where you can live inside

the scenery and get close to nature.
¢ Nearby Connections:

o Historic Center of Quito: Visit to trace the origins of Bahareque
technology. In those centuries-old monasteries and homes, you can see

how this earth-and-wood structure evolved over time.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a house that belongs in an architecture textbook, not
on a bucket list. Give its design a perfect score on your screen, but keep your distance

in your travel plans.



