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Travel & Visit Index - House for Cultivation
Total Score: 2.5/5.0 (A Philosophy Lab by the Saitama Fields)
1. Privacy & Accessibility

¢ Private Residence, View from Afar Only: This is a typical Private Residence
located next to farmland in Saitama Prefecture, Japan. It is neither a farmhouse

for tourists nor a guesthouse; the interior is not open to the public.

 Unique Presence on the Field's Edge: Situated right next to agricultural fields,
the surroundings are relatively open. Although you cannot enter, passersby can
clearly observe how the architecture handles the boundary with the farmland

and how its unique roof silhouette cuts into the sky.
2. Philosophy of Agriculture

e Living Like Crop Rotation: Architect Yuusuke Sagawa proposes a fascinating
concept based on "replant failure" (where planting the same crop repeatedly
depletes the soil). Similarly, living in homogenous rooms for too long depletes
vitality. Thus, the design encourages residents to move between different rooms
over time, much like crop rotation. This concept of "mobile living,” though

invisible, is the charming soul of this building.

¢ Intervention of Geometry: Note the arc-shaped cutout on the roof. This is a
powerful geometric form used by the architect to sever established
relationships, creating a dynamic skyline. Against the flat backdrop of the fields,

this line is particularly striking.
3. Material Texture

e Aesthetics of the Unfinished: The facade extensively uses Lauan plywood,
accented with scattered touches of white, beige, and pink. These colors are not
mere decoration but are distributed freely like brushstrokes, creating subtle
expressions that change with the light. This texture, both rough and refined, fits

perfectly with the theme of "cultivation.”



Visitor Guide
e Best Way to Visit:

o Rural Walk: Saitama Prefecture has many areas that preserve
agricultural landscapes. If you happen to be nearby, take a walk focused
on "New Japanese Rural Architecture” to observe how modern

buildings redefine relationships with the land.
e Alternative Experiences:

o Kadokawa Culture Museum: Also located in Tokorozawa, Saitama
(where the architect's office is based), designed by Kengo Kuma. It offers
a grander architectural scale and fully open cultural spaces, serving as a

key destination for your trip.

o MUIJI House: If you are interested in this philosophy of "returning to the
essence” of living, visit a MUJI House model home, which similarly

emphasizes spatial fluidity and adaptability.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a house of philosophy growing by the fields. It
reminds us that living is not static possession, but a dynamic process that changes

continuously, just like farming.



