
埃森中央图书馆 Essen Central Library 

探访指数：4.8 / 5.0｜把一座图书馆真正用成城市客厅 

 

空间故事 

•    从肯尼迪广场进入城市客厅：  先在肯尼迪广场观察建筑圆角塔楼与连续窗带。

傍晚时，红色书架、木质座席和使用者会透过原百货商店的立面显现，最能理解“活

动立面”的含义。进入首层后不要急着上楼，可先看咖啡区、中庭和蓝色服务点如何

把陌生访客引入图书馆。 

•    沿中庭建立方向感：  原自动扶梯区域被改造成贯通楼层的开放中庭，楼梯、桥

廊与书架从多个高度同时进入视野。先在首层中央停留，再逐层上行，留意蓝色导向

节点与红色媒体村落如何分别承担方向识别和内容识别；大型室内因此不依赖封闭走

廊也能被读懂。 

•    把媒体村落当作小型街区：  首层儿童区适合观察圆形书架怎样围合软体游戏与

亲子共读。二层可看十字形书架、游戏与青少年内容如何形成更活跃的中心，三层则

把手作、创客和兴趣活动拆分为多个可预约或共同使用的小空间。每个村落都通过家

具、颜色和声量建立自己的边界。 

•    在窗边实际停留：  沿每层外墙寻找连续木质带，分别尝试普通座位、高脚工作

台、窗边平台或较安静的角落。这里最值得体验的不是快速参观，而是坐下 20 至

30 分钟，看人们如何阅读、交谈、玩耍、工作或只是观看广场。建筑的公共性只有

在真实停留中才会显现。 

•    从安静楼层走向 Stadt Raum：  上层色彩和活动强度逐渐降低，适合比较个人

自习、团体学习与窗边休息之间的距离。若最高层 Stadt Raum 当天开放，可把它

作为路线终点，从城市景观回看图书馆如何把一座旧商业建筑变成公共文化平台；活

动安排应以馆方当日公告为准。 

 



旅人行囊 

•    最佳体验：  选择工作日上午入馆，先完成一次由首层到最高层的整体行走，再

回到最喜欢的窗边位置停留。上午更容易观察自习、亲子和日常服务的真实状态；若

想看立面与室内生活同时发光，可在闭馆前回到肯尼迪广场拍摄蓝调时刻。 

•    审美练习：  记录三组变化：低楼层鲜明红色与高楼层柔和红色，裸露结构与温

暖木质带，以及开放中庭与被书架围合的小空间。再为每组分别写下它对应的使用强

度、声音和停留时间，就能看到色彩和家具如何参与公共空间管理。 

•    拍照建议：  广场外景适合使用略广的横幅，把圆角塔楼、连续窗带和城市活动

纳入同一画面。室内先确认当日拍摄规定，避免拍到可识别的儿童与专注使用者。中

庭可从桥廊斜向构图，窗边区域则以人物背影或空座作为尺度；三脚架和商业拍摄需

提前询问馆方。 

•    市中心短线：  把图书馆作为埃森市中心步行的起点，随后前往埃森主教座堂与

珍宝馆，再到老犹太会堂。三处分别呈现当代公共室内、中世纪宗教遗产和 20 世纪

犹太文化记忆，路线紧凑，适合在半天内建立对城市历史层次的初步认识。 

•    建筑旅行一日线：  上午在图书馆完成实际停留，中午向南前往 Museum 

Folkwang，观察 David Chipperfield 设计的新馆与免费常设展；下午再以公共交

通前往 Zollverein 世界遗产地，把书架构成的室内街区与鲁尔工业建筑的巨大尺度

并置。Zollverein 范围较大，若重视展览与摄影，可单独预留半天。 

 

交通与住宿建议 

•    地址与开放：  地址为 Markt 5-6，45127 Essen。自 2026 年 10 月 26 日起，

周一至周五 9:00 至 19:00，周六 9:00 至 16:00；人工服务从 13:00 开始。节假日、

活动和 Stadt Raum 开放情况可能变化，出发当天应在埃森市政府或图书馆官方页

面复核。 

•    抵达方式：  从 Essen Hauptbahnhof 可步行穿过市中心前往肯尼迪广场，也可

根据天气和行李选择当地公共交通。若同日继续前往 Museum Folkwang 或 

Zollverein，建议使用鲁尔区公共交通的实时行程工具核对线路，不把旧版纸面时刻

作为唯一依据。 



•    使用边界：  图书馆公共空间适合阅读、会面和短时工作，但借阅、设备使用、

工作坊与部分房间可能需要读者证、预约或现场登记。服务台从 13:00 开始并不代

表上午不能入馆，而是人工咨询与完整服务有自己的时段；具体规则以当天告示为准。 

•    停留时间：  仅看建筑建议预留 90 分钟；若希望实际阅读、使用窗边座位并体验

咖啡区，可安排 2 至 3 小时。带儿童旅行时，首层家庭区容易延长停留；参加活动

或前往 Stadt Raum 前，应为入场、存包和楼层移动留出余量。 

•    住宿位置：  住在 Essen Hauptbahnhof 与市中心之间，最方便连接图书馆、主

教座堂、老犹太会堂和 Museum Folkwang；若行程以 Zollverein 与鲁尔工业遗产

为主，也可选择靠近公共交通主干线的住宿。埃森适合作为鲁尔区两至三日建筑旅行

的交通基点。 

 

探访建议：不要把这座图书馆压缩成一次快速拍照。先沿中庭逐层辨认媒体村落，再

在窗边实际坐下，把阅读、交谈、游戏、学习与城市景观同时放进观察中。完成馆内

体验后，再以主教座堂、老犹太会堂、Museum Folkwang 与 Zollverein 连接埃

森从历史核心到工业遗产的城市路线。 

 



Essen Central Library 

Visit Index: 4.8 / 5.0 | Using a library as a true civic living room 

 

Spatial Story 

•    Enter the civic living room from Kennedyplatz:  Begin outside with the 

rounded tower and continuous bands of windows. Toward evening, red 

shelving, timber seating and library users become visible through the former 

department-store façade, making the idea of an activated interior edge 

immediately clear. Inside, pause at the café, atrium and blue service points 

before moving upward. 

•    Use the atrium to orient yourself:  The former escalator zone is now an 

open atrium where stairs, bridges and shelving can be read across several 

levels. Stop at the centre, then climb gradually. Blue points establish 

orientation while red media villages identify programme, allowing the large 

interior to remain legible without enclosed corridors. 

•    Read media villages as small neighbourhoods:  On the first floor, 

circular shelves gather soft play and family reading. The second floor uses a 

cross-shaped cluster for gaming and teenage media, while the third 

disperses making and hobby rooms. Furniture, colour and expected sound 

give each village a recognisable boundary. 

•    Actually stay at the façade:  Try different parts of the continuous timber 

ribbon: a standard seat, high worktop, window platform or quieter corner. 

Spend twenty to thirty minutes watching people read, talk, play, work or 

simply look over the square. The public character of the design is much 

easier to understand through use than through a quick tour. 

•    Finish at Stadt Raum:  Upper levels become calmer in colour and activity. 

Compare individual study, group work and window-side rest before 

continuing to the top-floor Stadt Raum when it is open. Its city view 



completes the transformation from former retail building to civic platform; 

check the day's programme and access conditions. 

 

Traveler's Toolkit 

•    Best Experience:  Arrive on a weekday morning, complete one full circuit 

from ground level upward, then return to a preferred window seat. Morning 

reveals ordinary study, family and service use. For an exterior image showing 

both architecture and occupation, return to Kennedyplatz near blue hour 

before closing. 

•    Aesthetic Exercise:  Record three transitions: vivid red below to calmer 

red above, exposed structure to warm timber, and open atrium to shelf-

enclosed rooms. Assign each transition an activity level, sound and likely 

duration of stay. This makes colour and furniture legible as tools for public-

space management. 

•    Photography Advice:  Use a moderately wide horizontal frame outside 

to include the rounded tower, window bands and square. Check current 

interior rules, avoid identifiable children and people working, and ask before 

using a tripod or making commercial images. Atrium views work well from a 

bridge; along the façade, empty seats or distant figures can provide scale. 

•    Compact City Route:  Continue from the library to Essen Cathedral and 

its treasury, then to the Old Synagogue. The sequence links a contemporary 

civic interior, medieval religious heritage and twentieth-century Jewish 

cultural memory within a compact central itinerary. 

•    Full Architecture Day:  Use the library in the morning, continue south to 

Museum Folkwang and its free permanent collection, then take public 

transport to the Zollverein UNESCO World Heritage Site. The day contrasts 

an interior neighbourhood made by shelves with the monumental scale of 

Ruhr industrial architecture. 



 

Getting There & Where to Stay 

•    Address and Hours:  The library is at Markt 5-6, 45127 Essen. From 26 

October 2026, current hours are Monday to Friday 09:00–19:00 and Saturday 

09:00–16:00; staffed service begins at 13:00. Recheck holidays, events and 

Stadt Raum access on the official city or library page. 

•    Arrival:  From Essen Hauptbahnhof, continue through the city centre on 

foot or use local public transport depending on weather and luggage. For 

Museum Folkwang or Zollverein on the same day, use the live regional 

journey planner rather than relying only on a printed timetable. 

•    Use and Access:  Public areas support reading, meeting and short work, 

while borrowing, equipment, workshops and some rooms may require a 

library card, reservation or on-site registration. Staffed service beginning at 

13:00 does not mean the building is closed earlier; it distinguishes access 

from full counter service. 

•    Time Needed:  Allow about ninety minutes for an architectural walk, or 

two to three hours if you want to read, use a window seat and spend time in 

the café. Family areas and scheduled events can extend a visit, so leave 

additional time for check-in and vertical circulation. 

•    Where to Stay:  A base between Essen Hauptbahnhof and the centre is 

convenient for the library, cathedral, Old Synagogue and Museum Folkwang. 

If industrial heritage is the priority, choose accommodation with easy access 

to the main public-transport network. Essen works well as a two- or three-

day base for the wider Ruhr region. 

 

Visit Advice: Walk the media villages floor by floor, then stay at a 

window seat long enough to observe everyday use. Extend the route to 

the cathedral, Old Synagogue, Museum Folkwang and Zollverein. 


