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The Orb House / Chiasmus Partners

Architectural Visit Index: 3.3 /5.0 | O Reading closeness and
independence through a round court

(| Spatial Story

« Identify the two houses first: Use the plans to distinguish the
parents' main house from the daughters' annex, then trace how one roof
gathers them together. The circle becomes a shared centre between
domestic units rather than a self-contained formal gesture.

« Follow the section of the view: Main house, court and annex occupy
different levels of the slope. From the main house, the eye moves across
garden and annex roof before reaching village and woodland, creating a

deliberate near-middle-far sequence.

« Read the court as a family room: The round court is both exterior
space and a daily interface between generations. Separate entrances and
living zones support independence, while lawn, sky and inward views
sustain connection.

« B Design Details to Notice: Trace curvature from roof to boundary
wall, stair, void edge and interior partition. Round columns, elliptical
openings and curved glass do not repeat one motif mechanically; they
carry structure, light, circulation and framed views. The section makes
these different roles especially legible.

& Traveler's Toolkit

« wa Best Experience: Treat the published aerial view, plans and
section as the primary visit. Read them in sequence, then move through



exterior levels, shared rooms and bedrooms in the photographic set to
reconstruct the house without reducing it to its white curves.

« ¢ Aesthetic Exercise: Temporarily cover the distant hills, courtyard
or annex in a photograph and notice which layer of depth disappears. This
reveals how boundary and foreground organise landscape rather than

treating nature as scenery.

« wma Photography Tip: From public ground, a moderate telephoto
lens can compress white wall, hillside and woodland into a legible
sequence; keep neighbouring houses in a horizontal frame for scale. Solo
travellers can use a timer burst in a safe public area, standing at the edge
and looking toward the slope. If the house cannot be confidently located,
reserve self-portraits for a public park, museum or folk village instead.

. Itinerary Addition: The Korean Folk Village offers a useful
comparison with traditional courtyards, eaves and detached building
arrangements. Ho-Am Art Museum and its traditional garden provide an
alternative route focused on art and landscape.

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

« Arrival Base: The project is in Hyangrindongsan, Dongbaek-dong,
Yongin, but the publication gives no visitor address. Dongbaek Station on
the Yongin EverlLine is a useful transport reference for understanding the

wider area.

« Access: Thisis a private residence whose interior and courtyard are
not open to the public. Build the itinerary around accessible cultural and
landscape destinations, using the house as a drawing-based study.



« Where to Stay: A day trip from Seoul is possible. Suwon or central
Yongin offers a slower base for combining the Korean Folk Village, Nam

June Paik Art Center and Ho-Am Art Museum.

« Best Season: Spring and autumn make the relationship between
hillside vegetation and housing easiest to read. Hard sun sharpens the
white silhouette; light cloud reveals subtler tonal changes across curved
surfaces.

« Visit Rhythm: Study the project before departure or on the return
journey, leaving the day itself for places that welcome visitors. The contrast
between published house and accessible traditional or cultural settings

produces the richer experience.

= Visit Advice: Before travelling, place the aerial photograph,
ground-floor plan and section side by side and mark the main house,
annex, court and changes in level. In Yongin, use the Korean Folk
Village's courtyards and detached buildings as a physical reference,
then return to the project and see how one roof and modern curved

walls rewrite the same question of family life.



