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Titlis Tower

Architectural Visit Index: 4.5 / 5.0 | @ Reshaping an



Alpine Landmark 3,000 Meters Above Sea Level
() Spatial Story

« Rebirth of a Ruin: Rejecting straightforward demolition,
Herzog & de Meuron adopted a resource-conscious
approach. They retained the abandoned 1980s military
antenna tower and its concrete foundation,
transforming them into the powerful core of this

breathtaking alpine structure.

« Cruciform Cantilever: Two fully glazed horizontal
volumes intersect the tower in a striking cruciform
layout. An ingenious external load-bearing framework
leaves the interior entirely column-free, securing
unobstructed panoramic views for the warm, timber-

clad restaurant above and the retail zone below.

. Cavernous Light: Connecting the tower and the cable
car station, an underground tunnel lined with reflective
steel bands guides visitors through the rugged rock. It
culminates in a subterranean cavern hall equipped with
giant LED screens, completing a highly dramatic spatial

narrative.

& Traveler's Toolkit



. ma Ultimate Experience: Step onto the 75-meter-high
open-air observation deck. Suspended in the clouds at
an altitude of 3,000 meters, take in the breathtaking
360-degree sweep of the majestic glaciers to the south

and the Swiss Plateau to the north.

. @ Expert Focus: Examine the tectonic details with a
seasoned architectural eye, noting how the Pritzker
laureates tackle extreme environmental constraints.
Observe the precise execution of the external structure
achieving such massive cantilevers, and the intense
material dialogue between cold glass, raw steel, and

warm interior timber.

. Itinerary Addition: Since you have reached one of
Switzerland's most famous destinations, pair this visit
with a ride on the iconic Titlis Rotair revolving cable car
or a thrilling walk across the Cliff Walk suspension
bridge. After experiencing the restraint and rationality of
modern architecture, immerse yourself in the ultimate

wildness of the Alps.
@ Getting There

. ldeal Gateway: Lucerne is the perfect starting point for



your journey to Mount Titlis.

« Scenic Train: Take the Zentralbahn (Lucerne-Engelberg
Express) to the alpine village of Engelberg. The highly
scenic train ride takes about 45 minutes through

picturesque Swiss landscapes.

. Summit Relay: From Engelberg station, take a short
walk or the free shuttle bus to the Titlis valley station.
Board the Titlis Xpress gondola to the Stand station, and
finally transfer to the iconic Titlis Rotair revolving cable

car to reach the summit landmark.

In a Nutshell: Atop an abandoned military antenna,
striking cruciform glass cantilevers erect a cloud-piercing
landmark that perfectly fuses ecological responsibility with

architectural ambition.



