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SHIJI COMMONS

4 Architectural Visit Index: 4.2 /5.0 | £ Reading a village's new
everyday life through old stone and daylight

(| Spatial Story

« Site Reading: Setin Hengshiji Village in Zhuhai's Jinwan District, the
project turns two traditional stone houses into a shared venue for
community activity, cultural display and a café. Begin from the street,
where the intervention keeps the scale of the original village fabric, before
looking for the new work inside.

« Following the Light: The gap between the houses becomes a central
aisle shaped by a linear skylight, courtyards and carefully placed openings.
Walk it slowly and compare how the same wall changes near the entrance,
directly below the skylight and deeper inside.

« Adaptable Commons: Folding polycarbonate doors allow the
interior to alternate between openness and enclosure. Even without an
event in progress, their tracks, translucency and relationship with the
furniture reveal how the rooms can support exhibitions, conversations and

café use.

«  Design Details to Notice: Look closely at where reclaimed stone
is embedded in layered concrete, then shift to the thin metal roof, wall
edges and skylight junctions. The deliberate differences between these
materials are central to the way the project makes time visible.

@& Traveler's Toolkit

« © Ultimate Experience: A rewarding sequence is to read the
building from afar, inspect the materials up close, enter the light-filled gap



and finish on the roof terrace. Allow roughly 45 to 75 minutes to connect
village scale, interior activity and the elevated view.

« © Aesthetic Exercise: Choose one junction between old stone and
new concrete and study it first from a few metres away, then at arm's
length. Compare texture, reflectivity and joint lines before stepping back to
see how those details support the order of the whole facade.

« ma Photography Tip: For architecture, use an oblique street angle
to retain the long facade and roof, then turn to a vertical frame along the
skylit aisle. When travelling alone, place a phone or compact tripod at one
end of the passage and stand beneath the light, or sit at the terrace edge,
using a timer so your figure provides scale without obscuring the
architecture.

. Itinerary Addition: Pair the project with Hengshiji Village's
historic stone houses, local history displays and the nearby coast. Seeing
the older fabric first makes the choices of retention and reconstruction at
SHIJI COMMONS easier to understand.

# Getting There & Where to Stay

« Arrival Base: Hengshiji Village is in Sanzao Town, Jinwan District,
relatively close to the Zhuhai Jinwan Airport area. A trip from central
Zhuhai requires a longer cross-city transfer.

e Local Movement: Check live public-transport information for nearby
stops such as Hengshiji Lukou. A taxi, ride-hailing car or private vehicle is
more flexible when combining the village with the coast.

« Opening Information: The published project material does not
confirm regular opening hours, event schedules or café operation. Check



current local cultural-tourism or project channels before travelling rather
than treating the article date as visitor information.

« Best Light: Soft side light helps reveal the contrast between stone
and layered concrete, while brighter midday conditions make the linear
skylight's role inside especially clear. Choose according to whether exterior
texture or interior daylight matters more to you.

« Where to Stay: Stay in Jinwan or near the airport for a short
architecture-and-village visit. For a broader Zhuhai itinerary, Xiangzhou is a
more convenient base, with Hengshiji planned as a half-day excursion.

= Visit Advice: First read the project as two ordinary stone houses,
then follow its daylight, material joints and movable doors. Its
strongest lesson is not a singular form, but the way existing buildings
can be reopened to shared life.



