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Architectural Visit Index - Purple Brand Operations Studio

Total Score: 4.0/5.0 (An Honest Material Narrative in

Vancouver's Industrial District)

1. Awakening a 1970s Industrial Shell: Located in the



Mount Pleasant industrial district of Vancouver, Canada, this
is a clothing brand's operational hub spanning 1,300 square
meters. As the brand's internal operational core, it is not open
to the general public. Upon taking over this old warehouse
built in 1973, Scott & Scott Architects rejected refined surface
cosmetics. Instead, with an almost austere posture of
restraint, they reactivated the building's industrial memory,
transforming it into a multifaceted workshop integrating

design, archiving, photography, and showroom functions.

2. The Tectonic "Growth" of Cast-in-Place Concrete: The
most breathtaking interventions within the space are the
cast-in-place concrete volumes that seem to "grow" directly
out of the old floor slab. Whether it is the massive work desks
or the central staircase piercing through the precast concrete
floors, a seamless material dialogue is formed between the
old and new concrete interfaces. This staircase is not merely a
vertical circulation route; it serves as the visual anchor for the
entire massive operational sequence, tightly interlocking the

functions of the upper and lower levels.

3. Utilitarian Aesthetics Embracing the Patina of Time: This

project demonstrates an ultimate reverence for "durability”



and "utilitarianism." Stained plywood, stainless steel hanging
rails, and galvanized grating suspended overhead—all
materials are exposed in their most raw, minimally processed
states. The architects even anticipated the aging of the
materials: they will naturally develop a unique patina through
the daily use and friction of the workers. This spatial
vocabulary achieves an astonishingly high level of alignment
with the brand's creative philosophy of reinterpreting vintage

denim.
Visit Recommendation

« Best Approach: It is highly recommended that you
engage in an online interpretation through professional
architectural photography. Direct your visual focus to
the unembellished concrete casting joints, and how the
galvanized grating cleverly integrates utilities while
revealing the details of the old wooden roof, observing

the architects' ultimate pursuit of "material honesty."

. Core Highlights: Study the "philosophy of micro-
intervention" behind this building. Observe how the
design team achieved a perfect logical self-consistency

between the old building's rawness and the new brand's



avant-garde identity within the same physical container,
through weighty localized modifications (like the central

staircase) rather than comprehensive covering.

« Surrounding Academic Context Visit: Since this
building is located in the Mount Pleasant neighborhood
of Vancouver, just a short drive from where you live in
Richmond, it is strongly advised that you take a physical
stroll through the area during your leisure time. After
decoding the spatial logic behind this old warehouse
renovation, go and experience how this district has
evolved from a traditional light industrial area into a
new cultural high ground, now filled with independent

cafes, craft breweries, and creative studios.

One-Sentence Summary: Using austere cast-in-place
concrete and raw tectonics that embrace the patina of time, it
creates a highly materially honest operational machine for a

vintage denim brand within an old Vancouver warehouse.



