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Travel & Visit Index - Houses of Stealth

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Black Geometric Settlement Hidden

in the Forests of Tonglu, Hangzhou)

1. The Disappearing Act Prioritizing Trees: This is a cluster



of resort cabins nestled in the mountain forests of Tonglu,
Hangzhou, China, with a building area of approximately 705
square meters. Distinct from architecture that shouts for
attention in the landscape, the SpActrum architectural team
opted for a posture of extreme restraint. They replaced the
original Thai-style wooden lodges with these charcoal-black
geometric cabins, allowing the buildings to cleverly recede
behind tree trunks and shadows, returning the twenty-year-

old forest ecology entirely to nature.

2. Tense and Enigmatic Geometric Tension: As you navigate
through the woods, you will find that each cabin exudes a
mysterious aura. The architects used a pentagon as a base
and applied diagonal cuts to create peculiar, GGmbdc-
inspired forms, maintaining a taut visual tension between
stasis and motion. The meticulously studied fenestration is
equally impressive: narrow vertical slits reveal the double-
height interior space, while horizontal band windows frame

the woodland floor like a continuous painting scroll.

3. An Extremely Light Ecological Intervention: To minimize
the disturbance to this mountain forest, all building volumes

and walking paths are elevated high above the ground using



lightweight steel and timber. The complex service

infrastructure and pipelines are perfectly hidden beneath the

elevated walkways, leaving the forest floor in its most

primitive and undisturbed state. This light-touch intervention

was so unobtrusive to the local ecosystem that falcons were

even observed nesting nearby during construction, making it

a true paradigm of ecological building.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit: It is highly recommended that you
stroll along the lightweight steel-and-timber elevated
walkways threading through the forest on a misty
morning. Watch the black, polygonal cabins phase in
and out of view among the branches and dappled light,
and experience the profound tranquility that emerges

when all artificial noise is stripped away.

Highlights: Carefully observe the relationship between

the building's meticulously designed blackened facades
and the environment. Experience how the design team

rejected vulgar, "spectacle-driven” resort development,
using instead a cluster of "stealthy" buildings that ask

for almost no attention to sharpen your senses in



nature.

« Nearby Visit Recommendation: Since you are in the
picturesque Tonglu area of Hangzhou, do not miss the
scenic landscapes along the Fuchun River. It is highly
recommended that you make a side trip to the Yan
Ziling Angling Terrace or visit the well-preserved
Shen'ao Ancient Village. After experiencing this modern,
restrained, and avant-garde architecture, go and
appreciate the rustic charm of traditional Jiangnan water
towns and the oriental literati's deep emotional

connection to mountains and rivers.

Summary: Using charcoal-black polygonal geometries and
lightweight elevated walkways, it executes a deeply restrained
ecological stealth maneuver in the Tonglu forest, returning

the main stage of nature truly to the trees and birds.



