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NYMA Water Tower / Eek en Dekkers

Architectural Visit Index: 4.6 / 5.0 | Seeing Nijmegen anew from inside

an industrial landmark

Spatial Story

« Begin with the district: Before heading to the top, compare the low
factory halls with the tower from NYMA's public spaces. Its landmark role
becomes clear before the new public programme is traced vertically
through the interior.

 Follow the glazed incision: Use the slender glass strip as a guide.
Outside, it reveals occupation; inside, it alternates between close views of
concrete and long views toward the Waal and its bridge.

« Design details to notice: Study the exposed concrete frame, brick
crown and NYMA letters, then compare them with timber floors, curved
rails, glazing joints and the detached steel stair. The pleasure lies in
reading distinct periods of construction rather than searching for an

invisible repair.

Traveler's Toolkit

« Best experience: Arrive while daylight still defines the whole tower
from the river landscape, then move upward to the panoramic bar and
circular void. Return outside as interior lights begin to reveal the route you
have just taken.

 Aesthetic exercise: Describe concrete, glass and timber through
weight, transparency and time. Comparing how their hierarchy changes
between close and distant views sharpens an understanding of adaptive
reuse beyond a simple old-and-new contrast.



« Photography tip: Use a moderate telephoto lens to compress tower
and factory roofs, then turn vertically for the glass strip and stair. Indoors,
retain the bridge as an orientation cue. Solo travellers can use a compact
tripod or timer on the public lawn, standing low in the frame for scale
while keeping verticals straight.

« Extend the walk: Link the NYMA grounds, the Waal riverbank and the
bridge toward central Nijmegen. Industrial heritage, floodplain landscape
and the city skyline explain the tower's new civic role.

Getting There & Timing

« Check before travelling: Restaurant, bar and event access may vary.
Confirm current opening hours, events and reservations through official
NYMA or venue channels.

« Best time: Late afternoon into early evening offers the strongest
combination of concrete texture, river views and emerging interior light.
For a short visit, prioritise the district view, vertical route and panorama at
the top.

Visit Advice: Treat the tower as a vertical walk from the former factory
ground to the city panorama, not merely as a lookout. Identify the old
frame and the two new interventions outside, then test how they
support daylight, escape and public occupation from within. This
sequence turns a meal or ascent into a close reading of industrial
adaptive reuse.



