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SPICY RENTAL

Visit Index: 4.7 / 5.0 | From a timber mountain room to the slopes

Spatial Story

« Begin at valley scale: On arrival at Ryuoo Mountain Resort, resist
narrowing the view immediately to the shopfront. From public space near
the information centre, compare the new silver volume with the existing
dark buildings, parking area and distant ridge. The roof rises beyond an
ordinary one-storey store without competing with the mountain,
establishing a scale between service building and small civic room.

« Read the roof from the entrance: Approach from the north and
northeast to see that the apparently simple mono-pitch outline is made
from overlapping roof planes. Study how the raised entrance facade,
vertical metal seams and tall glazing establish direction, then use the
section to connect the ridge of more than six metres with changes in
ground level and the tallest interior zone.

« Follow the equipment sequence: When the shop is operating, move
as an ordinary customer through reception, fitting, collection and the exit.
The plan is not complicated; changes in floor, step, ramp, bench and
shelving organise the route. Match each rise and descent to a practical
action to understand how the sloping foundation becomes wayfinding

without excessive signs.

« Compare two mountain rooms: By day, narrow high openings
compress natural light into soft bands and make particleboard resemble
pale strata. At dusk, point lighting deepens the interior and wraps reception
desks, boot racks and visitors in a warmer enclosure. If possible, experience



an early operating period and the return hour on the same day to compare
anticipation before the mountain with shelter after it.

Traveler's Toolkit

« Best season: The building remains part of the resort setting
throughout the year, but its full spatial sequence belongs to winter ski
operation. Ryuoo's published 2026-27 winter plan begins on 5 December
2026; snow, lifts, rental and night-skiing schedules should still be checked
immediately before travel. Outside winter, exterior massing may be visible
while the rental sequence may not operate.

« Material exercise: Select one continuous wall and record particleboard
chips, staggered joints, dark columns and grey carpet at different scales.
Then compare them with the vertical metal skin outside. The project's
refinement comes from the consistent and precise use of economical

materials rather than expensive finishes.

« Photography advice: Use a moderate wide angle outdoors to hold
both building and ridge, rather than isolating the sign. At dusk, retain
brightness in the sky so warm interior light reveals depth. Indoors, avoid
rental peaks, circulation and identifiable guests. Vertical frames suit slit
windows and passages; a lower horizontal viewpoint suits the overall rental
hall.

* Nearby route: Combine SPICY RENTAL with the ropeway and SORA
terrace to compare a base-area service room with a high-altitude viewing
facility. Yudanaka or Shibu Onsen can extend the route into a thermal-bath
stay. Winter travel is sensitive to snow and shuttle changes, so use same-
day resort and transport notices.



Getting There & Where to Stay

« Arrival: The resort address is 11700 Yomase, Yamanouchi, Shimotakai,
Nagano. Drivers approach from the Shinshu-Nakano interchange and need
winter tyres or chains according to conditions. Public-transport journeys
commonly transfer through Nagano or Yudanaka Station, but seasonal
shuttles change; confirm the official Access page before booking.

« On-site movement: SPICY is near the information centre and base
facilities, keeping rental, ticketing and slope access within walking distance.
Separate camera equipment from wet snow gear, complete rental and
storage first, and then study the architecture lightly equipped. This is safer
than repeatedly stopping in peak circulation with open luggage.

« Operating rhythm: The resort facility page currently lists SPICY at
08:00-17:00, but season, night operation, weather and maintenance may
alter access. Morning favours natural light; the late afternoon reveals warm
lighting and the return flow. It remains a working shop, so staff directions
take priority over photography.

« Where to stay: Stay around Ryuoo and its base shuttle area for direct
morning access. Choose Yudanaka or Shibu Onsen to combine the visit
with baths and restaurants, then travel according to the current seasonal
timetable. Reserve early for weekends and fresh-snow periods, and confirm
shuttle, gear storage and winter-road support with the accommodation.

Visit Advice: Experience the building through its normal rental
sequence, prioritise operations and visitors, compare daylight with the
warm return-hour atmosphere, and verify snow, lifts and transport

immediately before travel.



