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Torinago New Headquarters / ninkipen!

# Architectural Visit Index: 3.8 /5.0 | # Reading a workplace

between castle town, river and roof

(| Spatial Story

 Arrival Sequence: Begin at the scale of Fukuchiyama’ s castle town
and the Yura River, looking for the roof and watchtower before
approaching the forecourt and space beneath the eaves. The project is not
experienced only indoors; its gradual movement from street to roof to
entrance is already a reading of place.

« Roof and Shadow: Watch how the tiled roof forms a clear urban
silhouette from a distance, then move closer to the charred-timber walls,
eaves and deep shadow. Reading the roof as a line in the streetscape and
the timber as a surface that calibrates weight makes its response to the
historic district more legible.

« Watchtower and View: If access is available on the day, follow the stair
upward and observe how the view changes. The raised third-storey volume
brings Fukuchiyama Castle, the river and the surrounding mountains into a
360-degree field of vision, turning a workplace into a place for telling the
story of the city.

« Design Details to Notice: Look for the entrance sign, forecourt
planting, space beneath the eaves, tiled roof, charred-timber walls, spiral
stair to the watchtower, and the way the east and west terraces bring light
and air into the second-floor office. Together, these details connect work,

festival and local memory.

@& Traveler s Toolkit



« Best Experience: If the project is open for an external visit or event,
read the forecourt, eaves, office terraces and watchtower as one
continuous route. Do not reduce the building to the street elevation alone.

« Aesthetic Exercise: Make one image from far enough away to hold the
full roof profile, then another near the entrance containing only eaves, wall
and sign. Compare the building as a line in the city with the building as a
material detail.

« Photography Tip: For architecture, try the east road or forecourt in a
horizontal frame so the tiled roof, charred timber and townscape remain
connected; early or late light will reveal the depth beneath the eaves. For a
solo portrait, place a phone or compact tripod at the edge of the entrance
path, use a timer, and stand beneath the eaves or to one side of the
forecourt so your figure gives scale without blocking the entrance or

roofline.

« Itinerary Addition: The project text places Fukuchiyama Castle, the
castle town and the Yura River at the centre of its context. Pair the visit
with those urban and natural landmarks, then return to the headquarters

to compare historic scenery with a contemporary workplace.

&' Getting There & Where to Stay

 Arrival Base: Fukuchiyama is the practical base for combining the
headquarters with the castle town, Fukuchiyama Castle and the Yura River.

« Getting There: The project page does not publish a dedicated visitor
route or opening hours. Plan the last leg from Fukuchiyama Station or the
city centre by walking, taxi or another suitable local option, leaving time to
read the building and its setting.



« Access Check: This is a working headquarters containing a central
kitchen, packing and shipping areas, and offices. Do not assume that its
interior is open throughout the day; confirm visits, events and accessible
areas with the project team or ninkipen! before travelling.

« Where to Stay: Fukuchiyama city is the most straightforward base if
the visit is part of a broader architecture and landscape itinerary. It keeps
the castle, river and historic town within the same day’ s frame; choose
accommodation around the day’ s transport and access arrangements.

« Visit Rhythm: Allow at least half a day to separate the distant reading
of the roof, the close study of materials and the interior sequence toward
the office and watchtower. If a fireworks festival or local event coincides
with the visit, notice how forecourt and terraces become public rooms
facing the city.

= Visit Advice: Treat Torinago as a slow movement from the castle
town into a working environment, then back toward the city from the
watchtower. Confirm interior access first, and read the forecourt, eaves,
terraces and roof as one sequence so the architecture and

Fukuchiyama’ s local scale remain connected.



