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Total Score: 4.0/5.0 (A Surfer's Sanctuary on the Edge of

the Atlantic Forest)

1. Hidden Reshaping of Forest and Modernism: Located in
Guaruja, Brazil, this is a private beach house covering an
expansive 750 square meters. As an exclusive family retreat,
the interior is closed to the public. A Sdo Paulo-based
architectural team executed a restrained and acute
renovation of this existing modernist building. Rather than
imposing new architectural symbols, they sharpened the
building's lines, cleared spatial alignments, and added a
generous protective canopy to the facade, allowing the
residence to recede into the protected Atlantic Forest with

unprecedented humility.

2. Lifestyle-Driven Ground Floor Reconfiguration: The most
compelling trait of this residence lies in how its spatial
programming is entirely subordinated to the authentic
rhythms of its inhabitants. Because the clients are an avid
foiling family, the architects thoroughly reconfigured the
lower level into a dedicated zone playfully termed the "foil
cave." This area not only properly houses various surfboards,

wetsuits, and professional equipment but also seamlessly



integrates a home theater, office, and games room. This
unpretentious design attitude, treating architecture as direct
infrastructure for living, demonstrates a highly practical

spatial aesthetic.

3. Natural Textures Blurring Indoor-Outdoor Boundaries:
Stepping into the upper-floor living spaces, a light and subtly
nautical atmosphere immediately unfolds. Light woods,
natural stone, and travertine interweave to establish a warm
tone for the interior. The architects ingeniously placed a
mirror above the dining sideboard, directly reflecting the lush
forest landscape into the room and completely dissolving the
building's physical boundaries. Through these restrained and
precise orchestrations of materials, light, and shadow, the
residence achieves a deep resonance with its natural

surroundings.
Visit Recommendation

. Best Approach: It is highly recommended that you
capture the micro-tectonic logic of this residence
through architectural photography. Direct your visual
focus to the "foil cave" on the lower level—which

embodies both ruggedness and precision—and the



clever mirror design in the upper-floor living room
reflecting the greenery of the Atlantic Forest. Observe
how the architects elegantly translated an avid outdoor

lifestyle into an interior spatial vocabulary.

Core Highlights: Study the aesthetic of spatial restraint
by Nati Minas & Studio. Observe how they discarded
ostentatious self-expression, using "active listening" as
their core design tool, thereby allowing the renovated
old building to perfectly fit the living trajectories and
spiritual aspirations of its occupants like a tailor-made

garment.

Surrounding Academic Context Visit: Since you are
focusing on the coastal region of Sao Paulo State, Brazil,
it is strongly advised that during a future visit to
Guaruja, you not only enjoy this famous beach
destination but also drive into the city of Sdo Paulo. You
can visit the Sao Paulo Museum of Art designed by
Brazilian modernist master Lina Bo Bardi, experiencing
the raw power and spirit of freedom suspended in mid-
air characteristic of Brazilian contemporary architecture

within a grand urban scale.



One-Sentence Summary: Using a restrained design language
and warm natural materials, it precisely reshapes an old
beach villa on the edge of the forest in Guaruja, Brazil, into a

tranquil sanctuary serving a surfing family.



