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Travel & Visit Index - Redmond Library

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Net-Zero Mass Timber Community

Living Room)
1. High Public Accessibility:

« Located in the heart of downtown Redmond, Oregon,



United States, this is a public service landmark spanning
over 3,716 square metres. It welcomes diverse groups
with a fully open posture and extends a generous civic
plaza and covered porch to the exterior. This not only
supports daily community markets and music events
but, if embarking on a long road trip south from
Richmond driving a car, makes for an excellent cultural

rest stop along the way.
2. Material Stitching of History and Nature:

« The building's facade treatment is highly strategic. The
brick exterior on the north side is calm and restrained,
quietly echoing the urban texture of the surrounding
historic district. In contrast, the south side boldly
employs transparent glass and metal curtain walls. This
not only draws abundant natural light indoors but also
frames the distant mountain landscape like a painting,
perfectly balancing the weight of history with the open

nature of a contemporary civic space.
3. Honest Timber Structure and Net-Zero Practice:

. Stepping inside, the exposed large-scale mass timber

skeleton (including columns, beams, and ceilings)



creates a warm atmosphere that is exceptionally rare in
large public facilities. The design team ingeniously
utilized acoustic dowel-laminated timber, allowing the
structural wood to remain exposed without the need for
unsightly soundproofing layers. Even more impressive is
its ultimate pursuit of environmental sustainability—not
only did it significantly reduce carbon emissions by
optimizing the concrete mix, but the massive rooftop
photovoltaic array also enables it to be a 100%

electrically driven, net-zero energy building.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit: It is recommended to visit on a
sunny afternoon. Pick a good book and sit in the
reading area next to the all-glass southern curtain wall,
enjoying a tranquil moment wrapped in the warmth of

the timber and ample natural light.

Highlights: Focus your appreciation on the central
staircase connecting the two floors. Suspended above it
is a site-specific installation sculpture by artist John
Grade. Inspired by the plant cell structures of the

Central Oregon plateau and the obsidian textures of the



local volcanic caldera, it serves as the most visually

stunning artistic expression in the space.

One-Sentence Summary: It is not merely a net-zero
environmental pioneer supported by a massive timber frame,
but also a warm community living room that stitches
together urban memory and natural mountains with a face of

red brick and a face of glass.



