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Travel & Visit Index - NOT A HOTEL Setouchi

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Rammed Earth Ribbon Winding on

a Seto Inland Sea Island)

1. Privacy & Accessibility:

« Located on the southwestern cape of Sagishima Island



in the Seto Inland Sea, Japan, this is a luxury hospitality
villa complex spanning 30,000 square meters. Due to its
exclusive nature as a top-tier resort, it is only accessible
to booked guests. Its remote island location endows it

with an exceptional sense of privacy and escapism.
2. Terrain-Responsive Rammed Earth Ribbons:

« The renowned Danish architectural practice, BIG, chose
not to flatten the mountainous terrain. The three villas—
named 180, 270, and 360 to reflect their panoramic
viewing angles—unfurl like graceful ribbons along the
hillside. The exterior walls are constructed using ancient
rammed earth techniques with soil excavated directly
from the site, beautifully exposing the earth's raw

geological strata on the building's surface.
3. Fusing Nordic and Japanese Traditions:

« The architects masterfully blended Scandinavian
minimalist aesthetics with traditional Japanese building
wisdom. The glass facades reinterpret traditional shoji
screens, dissolving indoor-outdoor boundaries; the dark
slate flooring draws inspiration from tatami mat layouts.

Meanwhile, the low-reflective solar tile roofs use



modern eco-technology to reimagine the classic

Japanese roof profile.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit: It is highly recommended to book a
mid-slope or summit villa and enjoy the sunset. Soak in
the open-air pool that feels like a floating island,
experience the warm hues of the rammed earth walls
under the setting sun, and gaze out at the sweeping

panorama of the Seto Inland Sea.

Highlights: Carefully observe the striated textures of
the load-bearing rammed earth walls. Experience how
the design team abandoned industrialized materials,
using the most primitive soil alongside cutting-edge
net-zero technologies to create a living space on this
remote island that feels both ancient and

contemporarily luxurious.

Recommended Nearby Visit: Since you are in the Seto
Inland Sea region, do not miss the surrounding art
islands scattered across the water. It is highly
recommended to take a ferry to Naoshima to embark

on a pilgrimage to the Chichu Art Museum and the



famous polka-dot pumpkin sculptures by the sea. This
forms a perfect island-hopping journey of nature and
art, complementing the natural luxury of the rammed

earth hotel on Sagishima.

One-Sentence Summary: Using ancient rammed earth
techniques and modern net-zero technology, it weaves three
natural ribbons into the mountains and sea of a remote

island in the Seto Inland Sea.



