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Architectural Visit Index - Ebara Apartment Complex

Total Score: 4.0/5.0 (A Light-Chasing Vessel in the Dense

Fabric of Shinagawa, Tokyo)

1. Micro-Exploration Breaking High-Density Limits:



Assuming you are looking for a long-term rental apartment in
Shinagawa, Tokyo, Japan, this 456-square-meter, 12-unit
residential complex will subvert your stereotypes of cramped
urban living. Situated on an extremely narrow and irregular
plot within a dense traditional residential area, the
architectural team did not compromise with typical dark and
confined speculative developments. Instead, they
transformed the geographical disadvantage into a spatial

experiment on "how to draw light into the depths."

2. Sectional Magic Guiding the Sightline: When you step
into any of these compact living units, you will discover its
most ingenious design lies in the micro-level changes of the
floor. The architect deliberately lowered the entrance and
created a stepped elevation for the living space rising toward
the full-height window. This subtle sectional treatment
forcefully directs your sightline diagonally upward to the sky.
Paired with the elegant curved soffit above the entrance, it
creates a breathtaking sense of spatial height and generosity

within an extremely limited absolute ceiling height.

3. Veins of Light Penetrating the Core: The beams on the

building's facade are cleverly inset, not only achieving an



unobstructed, slab-to-slab glass curtain wall but also utilizing
corner openings to completely dissolve the physical
boundary between the interior and the city. The penetration
of light does not stop there—auxiliary spaces like bathrooms
and storage rooms "borrow light" through internal openings.
Even the usually dark public stairwell is given massive
openings on every floor, allowing natural daylight to run

vertically like a vein through the core of the entire building.
Visit Recommendation

« Best Approach: It is highly recommended that you visit
this neighborhood on a clear day. Although you may
not be able to casually enter the private rental units, you
can stand on the street to observe its exceptionally
transparent facade, experiencing how the architect
utilized inset beams and corner windows to make this

seemingly compact volume appear light and breathable.

« Core Highlights: Focus your study on its rigorous
expression of "light as architectural logic" within a
minimal scale. Observe how the designers redefined and
amplified the psychological spatial perception of high-

density urban living through a mere two-step level



change and precise sightline control.

« Nearby Visit Recommendation: Since you are already
in the Shinagawa ward of Tokyo, do not miss the
Togoshi Ginza Shopping Street located not far away.
This is one of Tokyo's longest and most vibrant
traditional commercial streets. After experiencing the
extreme rationality and spatial restraint of this
contemporary apartment, walking into the bustling old
street will give you a deeper understanding of Tokyo's
three-dimensionally folded charm, where the new and

old intertwine inclusively.

One-Sentence Summary: Using subtle internal floor level
changes and transparent facade openings, it meticulously
carves out a micro residential vessel for light to weave freely

on a narrow, high-density plot in Tokyo.



