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BIRKENSTOCK SHINSAIBASHI / TORAFU ARCHITECTS

4 Visitindex:4.4/5.0| @ A retail stop for sharpening the eye
through material, touch and depth

€@ Spatial Story

« Begin in the street: View the two-storey glass frontage from the north
side of the road, then approach the entrance and compare the quiet pale
interior with the density of Shinsaibashi. The key transition is from fast

urban movement to close material attention.

 Follow the act of walking upstairs: Read the embossed wall and
hovering timber pieces on the ground floor, then use the leather handrail
on the way up. Notice how the route loosens before the facing mirrors
make its final depth appear endless.

» Design details to notice: Look closely at earth grains in the washi, the
enlarged outsole pattern, irregular timber edges, shadow gaps beneath
furniture, stitches in the handrail and the junctions where mirrors conceal

the room’ s actual limits.

© Traveler's Toolkit

« Best experience: A weekday morning or shortly after opening offers
the clearest reading of mirrors, display rhythm and materials. Return across
the street at dusk to see the interior become part of the urban facade.

« Aesthetic exercise: Assign one sense to each material: visual grain to
washi, weight to timber, touch to leather and depth to mirrors. Then ask
why the project uses contrast instead of a single uniform finish to describe

walking.



« Photography tip: Use a vertical frame from across the street for both
floors, and the facing mirrors upstairs for repeated depth. Solo visitors can
place a phone securely near the upstairs bench and use burst timer mode
to photograph a slow walk beside the wall or a side profile at the handrail.
Keep circulation clear and follow staff guidance.

« Extend the route: Combine the store with Shinsaibashi PARCO,
independent shops in Minamisenba and a walk toward Namba to compare
how retail interiors meet street life and brand identity.

£ Getting There & Planning

 Arrival: The store is an easy walk from Shinsaibashi Station. Include it in
a longer neighbourhood walk rather than treating it as an isolated
destination; the approach makes the project’ s theme of walking more
legible.

« Check before travelling: This is an operating retail store and opening
hours may change. Check the official store page before travelling and
follow the photography policy in place on the day.

Visit Advice

Do not dismiss the project as a white minimalist shop. Start at your
feet, move to the surfaces within reach, and finish at the mirrored
horizon: earth enters paper, timber lifts away from the floor, stitches
register the maker’ s hand, and reflection gives a short indoor walk a
much longer afterimage.



